August 4, 1947 


Mr. Norman Boyant 
205 Church Street 
Nov Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Boyant 3 

At the suggestion of Mies Dorothy H. Cox of the Yale 
University Library, I am writing to you with respect 
to your interest in the 1785-8 Connecticut cent 3 . I 
have been very much interested in those cents for many 
years and inquired of Yale as to whether or not ay 
specimen of Miller 1-WW was unique. I have the 
identical specimen which is Illustrated ih Betts 
on Counterfeit Half Pence Made in America. It is, 
aa you will recall, the only Connecticut cent in which 
the entire reverse is reversed from left to right. 

if there is any help you need from me as to Connsctiout 
cents I will be glad to endeavor to assist, as I have 
always been very interested in Colonials generally. 


Sincerely yours 


February 1, 1948 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 

315 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo, 

Dear Mr, Newman: 

I feel badly that I never answered your nice letter of last 
August 4th regarding Connecticut Cents, Came across ?/our letter 
to-day and realized I had not answered it to my recollection. 
However, there is some excuse for my delay. 

My Father and Mother were up at Lake Pacid Club and my Father 
was taken ill on August 5th. On August 3th my sister,brother 
and myself drove up there. Learned quickly; his chances of living 
were nil. After many hectic days up there, my Father died at 
the Club on August 28th. Have had a great deal to think about 
then and for sometime since. Therefore, your letter got mis- 
layed and as I say I do not remember answering it, 80 , please 
excuse the delay. 

Miss Cox at the Yale Library I have known for some time now. 

She has helped me as I have them. Attributed their Connecticut 
Cents that never had been attributed. A lot had been done on 
their collection of this series, but there was more to be done 
on these and their Vermonts. 

I have Wyllys Betts work on "Counterfeit Half Pence” and on 
Page 1 I note the reverse WW you speak of in Miller’s work. 

It would seem to me that your 1737 -l4- WW is a unique coin 
and must have come from the late Dr. Hall collection. I have 
never seen this specimen and I am sure that my good friend, 

John Richardson of Stratford, Conn, hasn’t either. 

There are quite a few new die varieties or new combination s 
of known dies that have been discovered since Miller’s book. 

You might be interested in those that Richardson and myself 
have discoveredNew Combinations of Known Dies: 1737- 
33 19-z4; 3381 - kd 33 -l-EE: 3339-zB ; 33 3l-zl3- 33J5-2 1 ; - 
1738 - 164-Ay • 17 T' ~ 324 - p. Richer; or discovered 1 st* 2 nd; 

3 rd; 3th. I discovered 4 th in my collection and 5 th;cth; ?th 
in Yale Collection, 

In the Yale collection I discovered r new reverve die in 
conjunction with a known obverse. This coin I have called 
14 1 - 3 of the x^ear 1783, hall give you a description of it. 
Richardson discovered an entirely new obverse and reverse die. 

He calls it Obverse 56 and Reverse 3CC. Description of this 
will also follow. 


Richardson: 1787 - 56 - XX (R6) 


"Obverse: Same as obverse 36 with exception that 
all three pheons point to the left, while in obverse 
36, the first and third point to the right. 

Reverse: Same legend as reverse 1 and ff except 
that the two pheons before ET point toward each 
other instead of b&th toward the left, as they do 
in 1 and ff. It is difficult to tell whether 
the legend reads ET-LIB or ET-LIR for the last 
letter is open at the bottom and quite distinct, still 
the tail is not that of a definite R, but tends to 
turn curve inward like a B. n 

Yale University Collection: 1788 - 14 1 - S (R6) 

Obverse: Described in Miller’s Book. 

Reverse: Eirst cinquefoil midway between foot and I. 
Second cinquefoil low about half below E but nearer 
E of INDE than E of ET. Third cinquefoil distant 
from T and somewhat distant from head. Epurth cinque¬ 
foil nearer pole than head and almost touches long 
plume. Fifth cinquefoil very near pole hand and distant 
from L of LIB. Sixth cinquefoil distant from B and 
period and is low and near shield but does not touch 
it. D of INDE largi, E of INDE has no middle bar. B 
of LIB distant from LI. I of LIB a bit high. Period 
slightly nearer B than shield but distant from both. 
Thumb of left hand on pole long. Double date line, 

1 of date touches lower date line. Eirst 7 of date 
close to lower date line, 8 slightly low. Last 8 
of date does not show as part of planohet is missing. 
Slight die break from edge to top of fourth cinquefoil 
and almost touches end of long plume. Branch hand 
points toward E of IHDE. Five branches on each side 
of stem, Sedond leaf on left side disconnected from 
stem and points diagonally downward on a 4 5 % degree 
angle. No terminal leaf to branch stem. Either die 
break extends from top of stem to bottom of E or it 
is an extension of stem. As regards leaves on stem, 
some leaves look like a double leaf with only part of 
each leaf showing. I have counted such a leaf as one 
leaf. 

Reverse: * INDE * ET * * * LIB . * 


- 3 - 


My own collection of Connecticut Cents consists of 245 different 
die varieties. Have a good many on a second set also, as I am 
trying to get two coins of same die variety so it will mean less 
handling and obverse of one can be shown and reverse of other. 

Yale has 224 varieties and my friend, John Richardson, I believe 
has about 281. 

On top of my two sets that I am working towards I do have quite 
a few triplicates. If I can help you in your collection,please 
let me know. Would you be kind enough to give me a list of all 
the varieties in your collection? Am trying to compile a list 
of Connecticut Cents that have been attributed by Richardson 
and his own collection as xvell as that of Yale and mine for I 
think the rarity numbers are incorrect in some instances, 

Richardson has kept a record of all that he has attributed for dealers 
as well as individuals. 

If you are interested in a list of mine, I shall be glad to 
hammer one out for you. 

Do you have any Connecticut Cents that you would trade or sell? 

Also Vermont and Fugio Cents? 

When I next write John Richardson, I shall ask him if he considers 
your 1787 - l 1 ' - WW unique, Richardson is a man 84 years of age 
and I feel he is the authority on these coins in the U.S.A. 

If you would like to write to him, his address is: John M. 

Richardson, 154 California Street, Stratford, Conn. Know he 
would get a great kick out of knowing another Connecticut die 
variety collector. 

With kindest regards and many apologies, I am 


Sineefely, 



Norman Bryant, A.N.A. #5374 

New Haven Numismatic Society #11 
Milford Coin Club #28 


Did Orchard Road 
North Haven, Conn 


February 6, 1948 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
Old Orohard Road 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant* 

Your letter of February 1, 1948 really shocked me as I had 
long since given up hearing from you. I enjoyed reading it 
very much and I see we have a lot of mutual interests. 

I have a great many nice Connecticut duplicates and am going 
to get them together so that you may go through them if you 
care to. There are some which I believe are new varieties, 
and 1 am sure you are interested in them ©specially. I am 
more Interested in major varieties than in collecting die 
differences. My principal reason is that all of you got the 
jump on me and it is very difficult for one to begin, I would 
be very Interested in learning what duplicates you have, I am 
desirous of having for my collection a 1788 Miller 1-1. I 
would also like to improve my specimens of 178? Miller 15-R 
and Miller 9-R, and would also like to obtain a 1788 Miller 
l6(2)-0 or a Miller 17-0. 

My Vermont cents are not as nice as I would like them and I am 
wondering if you have any Vermont duplicates. I am also in¬ 
terested in imitation half pennies of George III which were 
made in this country, and the combinations of them with 
Colonial coinage. Do you have any of those you could 3»are? 

I certainly congratulate you for the many new varieties of 
Connecticut cents which you listed in your letter and I shall 
place it in my Miller so that it will be available. 

You are right in the fact that my 1787 Miller 1(4)-W came 
from the Dr. Hall collection. If you wish to see it I will 
be glad to send it to you, but it is one of my treasures be¬ 
cause it is a major variety, as I look at it, having the 
figures seated in the opposite direction. It is not in very 
nice condition as indicated in the Betts book. 


#2 

Ur. Norman Bryant 


February 6, 1948 


I do happen to have some Vermont and Fuglo cents in duplicate 
also and wonder what you wish in that group. I have never 
located a book publishing the die varieties of Fugio cents 
and wonder if you know of any. It would be a most interest¬ 
ing thing for us to work one up. I have in my collection 
the raised star variety* also other interesting ones inelud¬ 
ing "United" on top and "States" below. 


I look forward to exchanges of coins which will benefit us 
mutually, and thank you for your interesting letter. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/me 


February 13, 1948 


Mr* Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant* 

I have just finished classifying all of my Connecticut 
cents and, no doubt, there are a number of duplicates 
of yours which I could use. I have assembled all of 
my duplicates and classified them alec. If certain of 
your duplicates are improvements on types which I 
already have I will be able to release certain of 
those types from my collection, and they may have a 
different Miller number. To make myself clear, I 
mean that if one of the types I have is a mailed bust 
or a draped bust facing a certain direction and there 
are certain Miller numbers which satisfy me, I have 
no objection to substituting the nicest example. 

As soon as you have your duplicates of Connecticut or 
Vermont in condition to send to me, pleas© advise and 
we will see what good we can do one another. 

Sincerely yours, 


EPN/me 


CONNECTICUT CENT COLLECTION BELONGING TO NORMAN BRYANT - FEB.15,1943 


1785 



1785 

_ 


1786- 


1 - E (R4) 


63- G 2 

(R4) 

54 - 01 

(R2) 

1 - E (R4) 


63- g 2 

(R4) 

54 - O 1 

(R2& 

2 - Al(R3) 


63- G 2 

(R4) Y 

54 - ol 1R2) 

2 - a!(R3) 


64- 1 

(R3) 

54 - oi 

(R 2 ) 

2 - Al(R3) 


64- 1 

(R3) 

54 - o 1 

(R2) 

2 - Al(R3) 


6 f- I 

(R3) 

55 - M , 

.(R3) 

3l- A3(R3) 


64- I 

(R3) 

55 - M 

(R3) 

3^- A3(R3) 


£4- I 

(R3) 

55 - M 

(R3) 

3 1 - A3(R3) 


64- 1 

(R3) 

55 - M 

(R3) 

3l-A3(R3)^ ' 


64- k! 

(R5) 

55 - M 

(R3) 

3 }- L (R4) 


65- M 

(R5) 

55 - M 

(R3) 

3j- L (R4) 


65- M 

(R5) 

56 - M 

(R5) 

3l- L (R4) 


7 I- D 

(R5) 

56 - M 

(R5) 

L (R4) 


7 1 - D 

(R5) 

5^ - H 1 

(R4) 

3 2 - L (R3) 


8 - D 

(R 6 ) 

5? - Hi 

(R4) 

32- L (R3) 


8 - D 

(H 6 ) 

57 - Hl 

(R4) Y 

32- L (R3) Y 




57- Hj 

(R4) 

33- F3(R4) 

1786 

_ 


5j - 0 2 

(R5) 

33- F3(R4) 


1 - A 

( R4) 

50 _ F 

(R5) 

3f- Fl(R3) 


2l- A 

(R3) 

58 _ F 

(R5) 

3^- Fl(R3) 


2 }- A 

(R3) 

58 - F 

(R5) Y 

34- Fl(R3) 


2 - A 

(R3) 

58 _ h 2 

(R5) 

3f- F2(R3) 


21- A 

(R3) 

5 8 - H2 

(R5) 

34 - F2(R3) 


2 i- A 

(R3) 

f5% - 3 I 

(R4) 

34- F2(R3) 


2 2 - D 2 

(R5 ) 

1 5 9 - q 

(R5) 

3?- B (R2) 


3 - Dl 

(R4) 

5 9 - Q, 

(R5) 

4 1 - f4(R1) 


3 - Df 

(R4) 

1 59 - Q 

(R5) Y 

4l- F4(R1) 


3 - d4 

{R 6 ) 

^ 58 _ h 2 

(t5) v 

4H f4(R1) 


41- G 

(R2) 

510- L 


4l- F4(R 1 ) 


4 1 - G 

(R2) 

511- R 

(R5) 

43- A2(R3) 


4l- G 

(R 2 ) 

515- 3 

(R 6 ) 

43- A 2 (R3) 


4 1 - G 

(R2) 

6 - K 

(R5) 

43- A2(R3) 


4 1 - G 

(R2) 

6 - K 

(R5) 

43- A2(R3) 


4 2 - R 

(R5) 



43- A 2 (R3) 


4 2 - R 

(R5) 

1787 - 


43- A2(R3) 


4 2 - R 

(R5 ) Y 

ll - A 

(R3) 

43- D (R4) 


51- Hi 

(R5) 

ll - A 

(R3) 

43- D (R4) 


5i- Hi 

(R5) 

ll - A 

(R3) 

4?- D (R4) 


5 2 - j 

(R3) 

if - A 

(A3) 

4f- C (R4) 


5 2 - I 

(R3) 

1 X - A 

(R3) 

4f- C (R4) 


5 2 - I 

(R3) 

ll -W 

(R 6 ) 

44- C (R4) 


5 2 - I 

(R3) 

l 2 - c 

(A3) 

4f- D (R4) 


52- I 

(R3) 

l 2 - c 

(A3) 

5l- F5(R4) 


52- L 

(R 6 ) 

1 2 - c 

(A3) 

5 I- F5(R4) 


5 2 - L 

(R 6 ) 

l 2 - c 

(A3 j 

5}- f5(R4) 


5 2 - L 

(R 6 ) Y 

2 - B 

(R3) 

61- a!(R3) 


53- N 

(R3) 

2 - B 

(R3) 

61- Al(R3) 


53- N 

(R3) 

2 - B 

(R3) 

6 2 - Fl(Rft) 


53- N 

(R3) 

2 - B 

(R3) 

V- Fl(R4) 


54- G 

(R2) 

2 - B 

(R3) 

63- Gl(R3) 


54- G 

(R2) 

2 - B 

(R3) 

63- g1(R3) 


54- G 

(R2) 

2 - B 

(R3) 

*6 2 - Fl(R4 )& 


54- G 

(R 2 ) 

2 - B 

(R3) 


1787 - 





1787- 


1787 

- 


4 


L 

(c) 

ll 2 - K 

(R3) 

19 - g 4 

(R2) 

4 


L 

(C ) 

112 - K 

(R3) 

19 - gl 

(R2) 

4 


L 

(C ) 

ll 2 - K 

(R3) f 

19 - g 4 

(R2) 

4 


L 

(C) 

ll 2 - K 

(R3 U 

19 - gl 

(R2) 

4 


L 

(G ) 

ll 2 - K 

(33) 

20 - a 2 

(R3) 

4 



(G ) 

ll 2 - K 

(R3) 

20 - 

(R3) 

4 

_ 

L 

(C ) 

12 - Q. 

(Rl) 

20 - a 2 

(R3) 

4 

_ 

L 

(C) 

12 - q 

(Rl) 

21 -DD 

(Rl) 

4 

_ 

L 

(C ) 

12 - q 

(Rl ) ■ 

21 -DD 

(Rl) 

4 

_ 

L 

(C ) 

13 - D 

(R3) 

24 - g? 

(Rl) 

4 

_ 

L 

(c) 

13 - D 

(R3) 

21 - g3 

(Rl) 

4 

_ 

L 

(c) 

13 - D 

(R3) 

21 - g3 

(Rl) 

4 

_ 

L 

(c) 

13 - D 

(R3) 

21 - g5 

(Rl) 

4 

_ 

L 

(c) 

13 - D 

(R3) 

21 - g5 

(HI) 

4 

_ 

L 

(C) 

13 - D 

(R3) 

24 - g5 

(Rl) 

4 

_ 

L 

(c) 

13 - D 

(R3) 

24 -FF 

(R 6 ) 

4 

_ 

L 

(C) 

13 - D 

(R3) 

24 -FF 

(36 ) 

61 

_ 

M 

(Rl) 

14 - H 

(H3) 

24 -FF 

(R 6 ) - V 

61 

_ 

M 

(Rl) 

14 - H 

(R3) 

25 - b 

(R3) 

61 

_ 

M 

(Rl) 

14 - H 

(R3) 

25 - b 

(R3) 

61 

_ 

M 

(Rl) 

14 - H 

(R3) 

25 - b 

(R3) 

61 

_ 

M 

(Rl) 

15 - F 

(R3) 

25 - m 

(R5) 

6 l 

_ 

M 

(Rl) 

15 - F 

(R3) 

25 - m 

(R5) 

61 

_ 

M 

(Rl) 

15 - E 

(R3) 

25 - m 

(R5) 

61 

_ 

M 

(Rl) 

15 - F 

(R3) 

26 - a 1 

(R5) 

6 ? 

_ 

M 

(R3) 

15 - F 

(R3) 

26 -kkl 

(Rl) 

6 2 

_ 

M 

(R3) 

15 - F 

(R3) 

26 -kkl 

(Rl) 

62 

_ 

M 

(R3) . 

15 - F 

(R3) 

26 -kkl 

(Rl) 

8 

_ 

N- 

(R3 ) 

15 - F 

(R3) 

26 -AA 

(33) 

8 

_ 

N 

(R3) 

15 - R 

(R 6 ) 

26 -AA 

(33) 

8 

_ 

0 

(R3 ) 

161 _ m 

(R3) 

26 -AA 

(R3) 

8 

_ 

0 

(R3) 

161 - m 

(R3) 

27 - a} 

(35 ) 

9 

_ 

D 

(R4) 

161 - m 

(R3) 

27 - a x 

(35) 

9 

_ 

D 

(R4) 

161 - m 

(R3) 
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9 
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9 
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(R3) 

29 } - n 

(36) 

11 } 

_ 

E 

(R3) 

17 - g3 

(R3) 

29 I - P 

(Rl) 
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- 
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- z3 (R5) 
(R3) 
(R3) 


aa 
- aa 


32 3 - aa (R3) 
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32 ? - aa (R5) 

32 ^ - aa (R5) 

32 g - aa (R5) 
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$S 

sg 

33*1 

33f2 

33^3 

^3323 

On 

x 33 23 

33 2 5 

33 2 5 

3327 

33 l^ 

3323 
;28 


m? (R6) 

Zf r(R3) 
Z$(R3) 
r 3 - (Rl) 

- r 3 - (Rl) 

- r 1 (Rl) Y 

- r 3 - (Rl) 

- r$ (Rl ) 

' Z $( R1 > 

- Z 1 5(R1) 

- Z$ (Rl) Y 

- Z15(R1) 

- ZJ5(R1) 


I r 3 - 


33: 

list 


(Hit) 
(R3) 

- (R3) 

- r 3 - (R3) Y 

- rl (R3) 

- r 1 (R3) 

- rl (R3) 
-gg 2 (R2) 
-gg 2 (12) 
-gg2 (R2 
-gg 2 (R2) 

- Z 2 1(R6) 

- Zl (RC ) 

- Z 3 - (RC) 

- Zl (C ) Y 

- Z 2 (R3) 

- <1 (R5) 

- 0 (R5) 

- Z9 (Hit) 

- Z o < R4) J 

- Z 9 (R 4 )-y 

- kl (R6) 

- zl (R2) 

- Zl (22) 

-hh2 (R5) 

- Z 2 4(R5) 

- Zl (R2) Y 

- W3 (R5) 

- W3 (R5) 

- rl (Hit) 

- rl (Hit) 

- Z$(R3) 

- Z$(R|) 

- Z$ (R3 ) Y 

- Z 16 (R3) 

- 21 6(R3) 


_ 2 7 

■ggi 

-ggi 


-gg 

-EH, 

-gg) 

-gg: 


(Rl) 
(Rl) 
(Rl) 
(Rl) 
(R5) 
(R5) 

Z© (Rl) 
Z 33 (Rl) 
Z© (Rl) 
Z}3(Rl) 
Z$(R1) 
Z3 (Hit) 
Zll(R3) 
Z11(R3) 
W z (R5) 

Z3 (S5) 
Z3 (R5) 
Z$(R5) 
Zll(R5 U 


Tl 

. Tl 

T 2 

, t 2 

ij 2 


(R3) 
(R3) 
(Rl) 
•(Rl) 
’ ( R1 > 
■ Z 33 - (R3 ) 
-SS (R6) 


■ z 2 

• Z 9 

• T 2 

■ Zl 

' Z } 

■ z§ 


(R3) 

(R3) 

(HI) 

(R3) 

(R3) 

(Rl) 


- Z 2 3(R5 j 


-gg 

-gg 3 - 


(R5 ) 
(R5) 

si (RC) 
si (RC) 
si (RC) 
si (RC ) , 
Z$ (R5 / 
2 © (K 6 ) 



36 - l 3 - 

36 - l 1 

36 - 11 

37 I -col 
37 I -cel 
/37 2 - k5 
( 372 - k5 
' 37 I -cc 1 
373 - i 
373 - i 

373 - 1 

374 - kl 
374 - kl 
374 - kl 
374 - Kl 

374 - kl 

375 - e 
375 - e 
375 - e 
375 - e 
375 - e 

375 - e , 

376 - k4 
376 - k4 
373 - k 2 
373 - kg 
37? - k2 
37^ -HH 
37 8 -LL 
373 -LL 
373 -LL 
37 8 -LL 
373 -LL 

37 8 - k2 

37 9 - e 
379 - e 
3711 -ffg 

37 1 1- ff 2 

37 12 -LL 

37 1 2 - TT 

37 1 3- HH 
3713-HH 
37?-3-HH 
37^3-HH 
37*;-hh 
3713-HH 

37 1 3- HH 

3 7 14- cc2 

373 . 5 - h3 
3 & —GG 

3 & —GG 

3 3 —GG 


(R3) 

(R3) 

(H3) 

(R2) 

(R2) 

(S3) 

(R3) 

(R2) 

(R2) 

(R2) 

(R2) 

(Rl) 

(Rl) 

(Rl) 

(Rl) 

(Rl) 

(R2) 

(R2) 

(R2) 

(92) 

(R2) 

(R2) 

(Rl) 

(Hit) 

(R2) 

(R2) 

(R2) 

(R3) 

(R3) 

(R3) 

(R3) 

(H3) t- 

(R3) v 

( 22 ) 

(R3) 

(R3) 

(R3) 

(H3) 

(Rl) 

(R5) 

(R2) 

(R2) 

(32 ) 

(R2) 

(R 2 ) 

(R2) 

(22 ) 

(R 6 ) 

(R 6 ) 

(R2) 

( 22 ) 

(R2) 




1787 - 


38 

33 

33 

38 

33 

33 

33 

39 ? 

39 ? 

39I 

3 91 

391 

392 
392 
392 
40 

40 

41 
41 

41 

42 
42 
42 
42 
43? 
43? 


GG {R2 ) 

GG (R2) 

GG {R2) 
l 2 (R3 ) 

12(R3 ) 

12(R3 ) 

12 (R3 ) 
hl(R5) 
Hl(R5) 
ff 2 (R5 ) 
ff 2 (R5 ) 
ft 2 (R5) 
ee (R4) 
ee (R4) 
ee (R4) 

N (R5 ) 

■ kkl{R5‘ 
ii (R3 

■ ii (R3 

■ ii (R3 

■ kk 2 (R2 

■ kk' (R2 

- kk 2 (R2 

■ kk" (32) 

Y (C) 

Y (C) 

■ Y (C) 

■ Y (C) 

■ Y (0 

■ Y (C) 

■ Y (C) 

- Y (0) 

■ X?(r 6 ) 

■ x4(r6) 

- W4(R2) 

■ W4(R2) . 

■ CC (R4) 


1788 - 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

\ 

4 1 

41 

42 

5 

5 

5 
8 

6 

7 

7 

7 

9 

9 

9 

9 

10 
10 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
!2l 
12 1 


(R2 ) 

(R2) 

(R2) 
(R2) 
(R2) 

(R2 ) 
(R2) 
(R2) 

- (R2) 
B1(R5) 

K (R4) 

K (R£) 

R (R 6 ) 
b 2(R5) 

B2(R5) 

B 2 (R5 ) 

H (R 6 ) 

H (R 6 ) 

1 (R4) 

E (R4) 

E (R4) 
(R4) 
(R4) 

E (R4) 

E (R4h - 
E (R4) / 

C (R5) 

C (R5) 

G (R2 ) 
a (R2) 

G (R2) 

G (R2) 

G (R2 ) 

G (R2 ) L 
(E 2 <) 
(R2 )■ 


1788 - 


- E 


- G 


G 

G 


E (R3) 


- CC (R4) 

121 - 

E (R3) 

- CC (R4) 

12 ? - 

E (R3 ) 

- BB (R4) 

121 - 

E 1 (R3 ) 

- BB (R4) 

12 ? - 

Fl(R3) 

- a3(R5) 

12 ? - 

Fl(R3) 

- g5(R5) 

12 l - 

Fl(R3)' 

- g5(R5) 

12 l - 

Fl(R3)- 

- CC (R4) 

i 2 l - 

Fl(R3). 

- BB (R4) 

12 1 - 

F? R3) 

- F (E5 ) 

12 l - 

Fl(R3) 

- F (R5) 

12 l " 

Fl(R3) 

- FF (R4) 

12 2 - 

C (R3) 

- FF (R4) 

122 - 

C (R3) 

- X3 (R 6 ) 

122 - 

E (R3) 


13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

142 

14 2 

142 

14 2 

14 2 

15? 

15? 

3.51 
15? 

15? 

151 
15? 

15 2 

3.52 
15? 

15 ? 

16 1 
161 
161 
161 
161 
161 
161 

162 
162 
163 

l6 l 

163- 

163 

163 

163 

163 

163 
161 

164 
164 

164 

165 

16 a 

166 
166 

17 

17 


A 1 (R4) 
A1 (R4) 
A1 (R4) 
A1 (R4) 
Al (R4) 
Al (R4) 
Al (R4) 
A 2 (R4) 
A 2 (R4) 
A2 (R4) 
A2 (R4) 
A2 (R4) 
Ll (R4) 
Ll (R4) 
Ll (R4) 
Ll (R4) 
Ll (R4) 
Ll (R4) 
Ll (R4) 


P 

- P 

- P 

- P 

- D 

- D 

- D 

- D 

- D 
H 


(R4) 
(R4) 
(R4) 
(R 6 ) 
(R2) 

(R2) 

(R2) Y 
(R2) 
(R2) 

„ (R2) 

H (R2) 
(R4) 

m) 

(R2) 
(R2) 
(R 2 ) 

(R2) 
(R2) 
(R2) 
(R2) 
(R2) 

-- (R 2 } V 

- L^ (R4) 

- L2 (R4) 

- L2 (R4) 
(R4) 
(R5) 
(R5) 
(R5) Y 
(R5) 
(R5) 


- 0 
- 0 

- N 

- N 
N 

- N 

- N 

- N 

- N 

- N 

_ jr 


- H 

- H 

- H 

- H 

- Q 

- 


All coins marked with 
a "Y" after mean Yale 
has first chance at 
these. 



February 16, 1948 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thanks so much for your letters of February 6th and 13th. 

Am glad that i^ou were not too fed up with me for being such 
a poor letter writer. 

Since I got your letter of Feb. 6th, I have wrestled with the 
typing job of setting up my entire collection of Connecticut 
Cents giving the die varieties as well as the duplication in 
my collection. 

Please find attached a copy for you of my entire collection 
of these items. Where I have triplicates of these coins I am 
glad to swap or sell. As I told you I am interested in getting 
two of each die variety because I wish to display them wit* 
coin showing obverse and the other the reverse of same die 
variety. Where I have put a "Y" opposite die variety it means 
that I wish to give Yale the first chance on these coins, because 
they have a few triplicates that I am interested in. They will 
not swap or sell except where they'have triplicates, for the$r 
are doing the same thing that I am. 

If from this enclosed list, you are interested in any of them, 
please let me know and I shall be glad to send them on approval 
to you. Please understand that it is difficult to get the third 
coin of same die variety in my collection in as good condition 
as the two that are already there. However, some are not too 
bad and can at least be attributed, 

I am very definitely interested in new die varieties as well as 
adding to those that I have only one of. If you would like me 
to attribute the coins for you, where there is not a major die 
variety, please let me know, as I shall be glad to do this gratis. 

Would appreciate, however, that if there are any such coins that 
I shall have a chance to purchase these coins. 

I am enclosing a 1787 - 9 - R gratis for your collection. It is 
not a beautiful specimen, but is better than average that I run into. 

Do not have 17.88 " 16 2 - 0 or f 17 -0 and have only one of 1787 - 15-R. 

If my addition is correct, I now have 247 different Connecticut 
Cents. Have 21 duplicates of 1785: 17 duplicates of 1786* 121 duplicate 
of 1787; and 22 duplicates of 1788. This makes a total number of 
duplicates 181. 

Would you mind making a rubbing of'the obverse and reverse of your 
1787 — Inr — WW in duplicate for me, as I would like to keep one 


-2- 


4 



VA 


set for myself and send the other to John Richardson. Thanks. 

In regard to collecting die differences now, do not get dis¬ 
couraged. I got started in 1936. It has not taken too many years 
to accumulate what i have, though I reailze I live in the State 
where they were minted, except for 1788. 

In regard to the Fugio Cents, I have mite a few of them and 
have started a system of figuring the <flie varieties of them. 
However, I do have a long way to go before I can determine any 
rarity numbers. Do not own the variety with raised stars. 

I have the following Vermonts: 

1785 - " * 

1736 - 


1787 - 


# 2 

(R3) 

# 3 

(R3) 

# 8 

(R2) 

#8 

«2) 

# 9 

S3) 

# 9 

(R3) 

#11 

(R4) 

#12 

( ) 

#16 

(R2) 

#16 

(R2) 

jf!6 

(R2) 

,717 

(R3) 

#17 

(R3) 

#13 

(R6) 

#20 

(R ) 

if 22 

(R ) 

;Y23 

(R ) 

#23 

(R ) 

#24 

(R3) 

#24 

(R3) 

/r24 

(R3) 

#25 

(R3) 

#27 

(R3) 

#27 

(R2) 

#27 

(R2) 

#29 (R5) 


Again where I have three of same die variety, I shall be glad to 

swap or sell. My Yermonts in general are not as good as my Connecticuts. 

If I can swap or purchase some of your duplicate Yermonts, I would 
be interested. On your Fugios, I would have to analize each of them 
to see if they are different than mine, 

I do have a number of English Half Cents in the 18th century. Shall 
look these over to see if there are any Counterfeit Half Pence. Shall 
examine mine to see if there are combinations with our Colonial coins. 

If you will kindly let me know what coins of mine would be of interest 
to you, I shall be glad to mail them to you for you to go over. 

Thanks again so much for your letters. 

Sincerely 



February ?5> 19*8 


Mr. Norman L. Bryant 
Old Orchard Road 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant* 

.Your letter of February 16, 1948 arrived, but I am wondering 
how. It was addressed to Washington, D. C, instead of St.Louis, 
Missouri and how the Post Office Department can figure things 
like that out I do not know. I am sure that they do not know 
me that well. John Jacob Astor got a letter addressed to him 
with the address given as North America and it was readily 
delivered. 

I have been struggling with my Connecticut cents in an effort 
to find something for you as your list is formidable and leaves 
very little to be desired. I am pleased to report that I found 
three varieties which you do not have at all and three where 
you need duplicates. I am enclosing them, and they are as 
follows s 

1785 Miller 2-A(4) • Very good 

1786 Miller 5(12)-L - Rarity 6 • Unc. and lovely 

1787 Miller 1(3)~I* » Very good 

1786 Miller 5(10)-L - Very find 

1787 Miller 30-X(X) « Very good 

1787 Miller 33(X6)-1 (2) - Very fine. 

Thanks to you I have had a lovely letter from Mr. Richardson, 
and I am sure getting to know him will be a pleasure. I may 
have a photostat made of my 1787 Miller 1(4)-¥W and other rare 
Connecticuts and send them to you. 

As for my desires in Connecticut, I have analyzed your list and 
would appreciate if you would forward to me all of the nice 
extra coins you have of the following die varieties* 


Pag« #2 

Mr. Norman L. Bryant 


February 25* 19*8 


1785 2-A(l) 


1787 12-Q 


1785 3(1)-A(3) 
1785 3(1)-L 
1785 4(1)-F(4) 


1787 1(1)“A 

1787 6(2)-M 
1787 11(1)-E 


1787 26 -kk (1) 
1787 32 ( 5 )-aa 

1787 37(8)-LL 

1788 9-E 


1788 11-G 


1788 12 
1788 12 



I certainly will not require all of the above because I only 
collect major varieties, but since I want the beet coin of what 
I consider for the major varieties involved I have asked for 
more than I will actually need. 

With respect to the Fugio cents, I have some very nice ones, 
and it might be interesting for us to undertake working up a 
die variety list of them. It seems strange that the first cent 
issued by the United States should have been neglected in die 
varieties. Do you know of any publication which attempts to 
list them? It seems to me that Mr. Johnson, of the St. Louis 
Stamp & Coin Company, mentioned such a thing to me many years 
ago. 

As for Vermont, I have Ryder 1, 2, 4, 6, 7* 9* 10, 11 (obverse 

of 11, reverse new), 12, 13, 14, 16, 18, 24, 25, 27, 31. I* 

the third specimen of No. 27 which you have is better than 
Very Good, I would appreciate it if you would send it. 

If you wish to send me your 18th Century English half cents 

I will be glad to give you whatever information I can on them. 

Here again we might be able to help one another. 

I will send you a list of my Connecticut cents in due oourse 
as I may be able to improve your specimens of certain varieties 
of which you already have two examples. I limit the amount of 
time I spend on coins out of fairness to my wife and children, 
and therefore when I have to do technical work I must pick 
convenient times. 

The 1787 Miller 9-R which you sent me is appreciated but will 
enter into the swap arrangements even though you wish to make 
me a present of it. 


Pag* #3 

Ur. Norman L. Bryant 


February 25> 1948 


I look forward to haring a mutually beneficial and enjoyable 
correspondence with you, and I hope we shall meet at some 
time in the near future. I am 36 years old and have been 
collecting for 25 years. Ur. Richardson says you are h young 
man, and from his point of view that might be anywhere from 
20 to 60 . 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely 


February 28, 1943 


Mr. Eric Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you so much for your nice letter of February 25th and 
for the coins that you sent to me. Was surely surprised that 
my letter of the 16th went to you at Washington, D.C. I believe 
that it was the fault of my secretary, but it will not be the 
first time that I have been in the dog house and I may have been 
at fault. I wrote the letter to you at home and then got my 
secretary to address an envelope as I had none at home. In 
any event, I am thankful the postal authorities tracked you 
flown at St. Louis. 

1786 - L (R6), which is a beauty, is considered the same 

as variety 5 2 - L (R6), according to "Additions and Corrections" 
to Miller’s work. I have three 5 2 - L 1786 coins, but your 
specimen is better than any of mine. Therefore, if you will 
be willing to swap with some of mine, I would love to own it. 
5 2 -L is not listed in main list by Miller, but is mentioned 
in the "Additions and Corrections". 

Your 1786 - 5 1( ^-L (R4) is in about same condition as mine, but 
it would give me two of these rather than one. It's a fine 
specimen. 

Your specimen of 1785 - 2 - A^ (R3) I do not have. Would be 
delighted to own it. 

The 1787 - 1^-L (R4) would add another variety to my collection. 
This is also true of your nice specimen of 1737 - 33^°-l 2 (R4). 

The specimen of 1787 - 30 - X 1 (R3) was incorrectly classified 
as it is 30 - hh-MR2), I have two good specimens of this variety 
as well as duplicates of these. Wish it was a 30 - X 1 (R3 ). Am 
enclosing this specimen as I unfortunately can not improve on 
condition with specimen you sent to me. It is very easy to make 
a mistake on classification and I have made some, 

I am enclosing my triplicates according to schedule on Page 2 
of your letter of Feb. 25, 1948, w^ioh are Connecticut Cents. 

Do hope at least some of these may help you. It is hard to get 
triplicates in as good condition as those that one already owns. 

I shall be glad to work along with you in attributing Fugio 
Cents. I know of no book as to die variety such as we have on 
Connecticut Cents, How will it be if I send you mine and the 
description I have given them, and then you see if you like the 
general idea and make any comments that you would like as to 
manner in which I have tackled the job. Then if you will send 
me vours I shall be glad to attempt a description of them. 


- 2 - 


Of course, I would return all your coins to you and get you to 
return mine with any suggestions or comments as to how we can 
attribute them. If we can only do as good a job as Miller did, 

I shall he very happy. There are mainly small differences in 
the die varieties as far as those that I have handled. 

Am also enclosing my Vermont - 1788 - Ryder #27 {R2) • It is a 
pretty poor triplicate, hut if it will help you, please keep it. 

As to the 1787 - 9 - R that I sent to you, I am perfectly happy 
giving it to you, and do not like to he an "Indian giver". However, 
if you prefer to work it in in a swap, I shall do with it just' 
as you would like and I am sure we can have a meeting of minds, 
so you will he pleased as well as myself. 

As to my tender age, I am 4.2 and an old married man with a hoy, 14.; 
daughter, 11; and believe it or not another daughter, age 1 in March 
this year. How old are your kids? 

Mynwife was amused when I read your letter to me as regards "I 
limit the amount of time I spend on coins out of fairness to my 
wife and children, etc." Well, I just wondered how good I was to 
my wife and kids in these respects. My wife thought I was O.K. 
in regard to herself, hut mavhe not perfect when it came to my kids. 
Well, old man Bryant better mend his ways. Actually, I get little 
time to spend on them and nowhere near what I would like to. 

You have a jump on me as for length of time being a collector. 

I started in 1935 when the Connecticut Tercentennary Half Dollar 
came out. Hope you have better success with St. Louis Stamp & 

Coin Company th?n I have as to the Dr. Hall Collection of Connecticut 
Cents. They inform me that some have been sold and at present time 
they are not ready to sell more. For what reason, I do not know. 
However, you are on the ground floor living there and you may be 
able to purchase more of them if interested. 

Am so pleased you heard from John Richardson. He’s a grand old man. 
You and I can both learn a great deal from him. I have saved every 
letter he has written to me and feel that his letters convey a lot 
of valuable information. Am sure you will enjo3^ keeping up a 
correspondence with him. 

Am also enclosing some English Plalf Cents for your eagle eye to 
look over. Am enclosing the following dates: 1723; 1724; 1929; 1730; 
1732; 1733; 1735: 1736; 1737; 1747; 1749; 1752: 1746; 1739: 1738; 
1731; 1740; 1743; 1775: 1787; 1787. 1773; 1717.Irish Half Pennies - 
1760; 1775; 1782. 

I will send the Fugios along shortly with my descriptions, but 
will not attempt it in this letter. 

Thanks again for your letter and for sending me the coins. 


Old Orchard Road 
North Haven, Conn 


Sincerely 


-3- 


P.3. I have quite nice condition triplicates of the following 
Connecticut Cents: 


V 

C x- 


yrjr*- 


1735 
-1786 
1787 
1787 
1787 
1787 -33' 


'-61 

-31?- 


-m- z; 

-33*/- r 
3339 - 
, 37 5 - 


1787 

1787 
1737 
1737 . 

1788 - 2 - D 


I (R3) 

A (R3) 

L (C) horned bust 
M.(R1) 
pRo) 

- Z? (C ) 

- z3-2(c) 


(C) 

(R3) 

(C) 

(R2) 

(R2) 


Maroh 8, 1948 


Mr, Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Ur. Bryanti 

Your coins arrived and I had a lot of fun reviewing them. 

I knew that you would go into ecstasies over my 1786 

Connecticut Miller 5(2)-L which I labeled as 

That one is from the Hall collection and is a real gem. 

You can realise it from the price. 

Juet as you stated, the coins you sent me in connection 
with the proposed exchange are triplicates in the full 
sense of the word. I will admit I was very disappointed 
due to condition. In order to try to work out the exchange, 

I suggest that you send me the following items which you 
indicate you have in nice conditions 

1785 Miller 6(4)-I 

1786 " 2(1)-A 

1787 " 6(1)-M 

1788 M 2~D„ 

Although I am not particularly interested in the foregoing 
I am trying to select something that will assist in working 
out the exchange. Of those Connecticut cents which you sent 
me there are only three which I can oven consider, and those 
I am hesitant about. 

With respect to the British half pennies forwarded to me, 
there is one which I would like to have very much for my 
collection - It is a 1787, and you have two 1?8? half pence. 
Would you be willing to let me have this item? I can exchange 
it for a 1788 English imitation half pence of the Vermont Mint 
whioh I believe will be of interest to you. 


Page #2 

Ur. Norman Bryant 


March 8, 19*8 


When I vas in Now York a few daya ago I discussed with Mr. 
Raymond the question of working out a classification of 
Fugio cents. He indicated there were about 30 varieties 
and that the list has been lost. I am making contacts 
now in an effort to be able to inspect and photograph a 
collection which contains this large group. If I am able 
to obtain this group the work will be somewhat easier. 

Would you let me know how many different varieties you 
have? 

There is no rush about sending the Fugio cents for the 
present until I find out whether I oan line up the others. 

In my own collection I have all the major varieties listed 
in the Standard Catalog plus the raised 8-pointed star and 
only about 5 other die varieties. Most of mine are un¬ 
circulated, and if not, are extremely fine. 

I have promised to do some work to straighten out certain 
matters in Wayte Raymond’s catalog, so I propose to see a 
lot of ray dear coins in the next few weeks. 

As soon as I receive from you the four additional Connecticut 
cents and your decision on the 1787 English half penny I will 
send back the coins I have on hand. 

Your reawakening of my interest in the New England cent 
coinages has been very pleasant for me, and I hope some day 
to have an opportunity to see your collection. 

When I was in New York I went into Stack’s who have a great 
many Connecticut cents. However, I presume that you have 
been through those. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPNewman/me 


March 14, 1948 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St, Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for your nice letter of March 8th. 

Your 1786 - 5 2 -L was in beautiful condition. It is hard to 
obtain Connecticut Cents in the condition of yours, I have a 
few in same condition and bearing the rarity number 6. Was 
fortunate in getting them for less than $20,00, The highest 
I have paid for any of my Connecticut Cents is $5* It is hard 
to state what the value of such a cMn is and particularly 
when it is a rarity #6. I have seen many Connecticut Cents 
that seem close to be uncirculated, but I can not say I have 
ever seen one that is absolutely uncirculated. Have seen Fugio 
Cents that I would very definitely call uncirculated. Please 
do not misunderstand me about your coin, for I would like to 
own it and am willing to trade with you to your satisfaction. 

You may have the 1787 English Half Penny that I sent to you 
and I am pleased it is a coin that you would like to add to 
your collection. 

I am enclosing the four Connecticut Cents that you mentioned 
in your last letter. Do hope that the condition is better than 
first batch I sent to you. If you are not pleased with any of 
the Connecticut Cents I sent to you, please do not hesitate to 
return them and we can figure a different basis for swapping. 

Was very interested to hear what you said about a list of 30 
varieties of the Fugio that was once in existance. It is too 
bad that this list is not now available, 

I have twelve different Fugio Cents die vaiieties. Of these 
there are 10 obverse dies that are different ant 9 reverse 
dies that are different. Three of mine are beauties. I have 
30 Fugio Cents in my collection. 

I do not know if the lot of Connecticut Cents that I purchased 
at Xmas time was in the lot you s^eak of that Stacks have or had. 

A coin dealer bought them for me at Stacks. They were part of 
the Protsky and Ryder collection according to his statement. There 
were 264 Connecticut Cents in the lot?. 

Am enclosing an uncirculated Virginia Half Penny with mint lustre 
which you may have in our swap if you would care to own it, I 
realize it does not have the rarity of your coin, but it is a 
nice specimen, if you do not have one. 
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Shall not send my Fugios yet until I have typed out the 
classification system I have used and not until you are 
ready. 

I -want to he fair in any swapping deal and I would like to 
make sure that you are always satisfied, so please do not 
hesitate to say if you do not care for what I have sent. I 
do not want you to feel that you got the short end of the 
stick and I do feel that I will he happy only if I know 
our friendship will continue. 

With kindest regards, I am 


Sincerely 



Norman Bryant 


Old Orchard Road 
North Haven, Connecticut 


P.S. If you are ever up this way, please let me know for I 
would like to meet you and to hash over the Connecticut Cen£s. 


March 24, 1948 


Mr. Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant? 

I have been out of the city in connection with my work and 
have not had a full opportunity to answer your letter of 
March 14. 

You state that you don’t believe you have ever seen a 
Connecticut cent absolutely uncirculated, I will be glad 
to show you some at some future date, as I have a number which 
are not only uncirculated but still retain their original red— 

ness. 

I was very interested in the fact that you have 12 different 
die varieties of Fugio Cents. I have found three obverses 
with club rays which are different. I have also found two 
different obverses with the very rare reverse of UNITED over 
STATES. I have found that the best way of noting varieties 
on the obverse as well as the reverse is the position of the 
lettering, as the letters seem to have been punched in irreg¬ 
ularly. I imagine we can break the obverses into two categories 
plain rays and club rays —— and then see if any dies with plain 
rays were recut for use with club rays. The reverses are, of 
course, STATES UNITED, UNITED STATES, UNITED over STATES,and the 
variety with the 8-pointed raised star instead of the 5-pointed 
incused star. 

I have not as yet heard as to whether I am going to be able to 
have for classification the large collection of Fugio Cents 
for which I have written. 

Do you have any information as to where the Fugio Cents were 
made? I note that Wayte Raymond said the Fugio Dollars were 
made in England and the Fugio Cents were minted by James Jarvis 
under a contract with the Government. Do you know where Jarvis 
minted them? I suppose it is somewhere in Connecticut, as that 
no doubt would be your reason for collecting them. 


Page #2 

Mr. Norman Bryant 
March ?4, 1948 


As to the Connecticut Cents I saw at Stack's, they still 
have a large quantity, and if they could be bought reasonably 
you might add a lot of new varieties. The coins I refer to 
were there a month ago. 

I have obtained from the St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co. some of 
their cheap Connecticut cents which are of varieties you need 
for your duplicate set. They are not in very nice condition, 
but are so reasonably priced, that I am sure you will keep them 
until ?ou get better specimens. If you want them, please for¬ 
ward them a check for $4«75« They are being sent under sep¬ 
arate cover. 

In addition to the coins which I sent you, I am enclosing 
herewith a 1774 English farthing and a 1774 imitation English 
farthing which I believe was made in America. You will note 
the difference in thickness as well as the size of the planchet. 
I am also enclosing a Connecticut store card dated 1861 showing 
a Granby cent. 

I think it will be fair if I keep the 1775 and 1787 English 
half pennies, the 1773 Virginia half penny, and the following 
Connecticut centos 


1785 3?- A l 

1785 4j- F 4 

1786 2*. A 

1787 6 1 - M 


im it*: ?x 

1788 2 - D 

1788 11 « G 


I hope this is satisfactory to you, but if it is not please let 
me know. It is only the rarity and superb condition of the 
5(2)-L I sent you which brings about my taking a few more ooins 
than you are getting from me. 

I am returning the balance of the coins you forwarded to me. 


My best wishes to you. 


Sincerely 


April 10, 1%8 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 
315 Washington Avenue 
St, Louis, Mo, 

Dear Mr, Newman: 


I was in the middle of writing a letter to you, when this 
typewriter gave out and I had to have it repaired, So, please 
excuse the delay in answering your letter of March 24th, 

Thank you for sending the English Farthings and Connecticut 
Store Card. Am returning the latter as I already have one. 

The Farthings I am delighted to have, though I would appreciate 
knowing if you are figuring them in our swap up to date or 

no#. 


On March 30tfc I received the box of coins including those that 
you could not use and the additional ones that you got from 
the St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co. Of the twelve that you sent to 
me, I would like to purchase the following: 


1785 - 3 - 


1787 -10, 
1787 -29+ 


1787 

1787 


2 

36 - & 

33f|-zL 


1787 -33 43 -hli 2 0 


.50 
.20 
.40 
.40 
.20 

$ 27 T§ 


@ $ 

@ 


I am returning the following: 

17f(7 _OQJ-_ q 2 (ffl * # 25 

.'25 

.25 
.40 
1.25 


1787 -29 x - a2 
1787 -33J9-Z2 
1787 - 33 36. t 2 
1787 -33£ 3 -hh 2 
1787 -37° -k2 
1787 -37° -HH 


@ 


12 


The coins that I am returning herein I either have three of or 
are not good enough to add a duplicate to the one I already have. 
Am enclosing my check to cover the coins I would like and am 
making my check payable to you, as I am not purchasing all of the 
coins and am returning some of them. Do hope that this will not 
put you out a lot. Thanks so much for thinking of me. 


You will be interested to know that John Richardson attributed 
all of the Connecticut Cents that you sent to me, which came from 
the St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co, John attributed these back in 
August 1940 with the exception of 1785 - 3^-B, which he mpst have 
done at a different time, I have a list of all the Connecticut 
Cents that John has ever attributed, as I am making a study of 
the number of different dies that we know of and we believe that 
the study will prove the rarity numbers are incorrect in some 
instances. 
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There are over 2000 Connecticut Cents that John or myself 
have attributed. How Miller arrived at what rarity number to 
assign to a certain die variety I do not know. Have not yet 
fully decided how many coins of the same die variety show be 
in rarity 6 and so forth down the ladder. It is easier to do 
this after one has the list as complete as possible. 

There is nothing I would rather see sometime than a Connecticut 
Cent with mint lustre in uncirculated condition. Do hope that I 
may have that privilege sometime before too long. Do think you 
would call some of mine close to uncirculated, but they do not 
have the mint lustre. Maybe, I am too critical. The dies were 
so crude in comparison with the Fugio Cent or Massachusetts Cent 
or Virginia Half Penny. 

Nowcas to the Fugio Cents and their attribution, I agree with 
you that the only way I have figured out to attribute them is 
from the position of the letters in the legend. That is the way 
I have attempted to classify them. 

The Fugio Cents that you hope to see will give you a regular 
field day if you ever see them, I envy you. 

The Fugio Cents were minted in four places according to what 
I have always understood until recently. The Fugios were minted 
by James Jarvis in New Haven, Conn; New York, N.Y,; Newburgh, 
N.Y.; and in Rupert, VT. However, Damon Douglass believes that 
that they were all minted in New Haven. He is a good person 
for you to write to for information along this line. There 
has been generally a die known as the New Haven die. What proof 
of this there is I do not know. Yale University has one die of 
the Fugio Cent and the Mattatuck Library in Waterbury, Conn., has 
### another one. Tfoese two dies are the only ones I have ever 
heard of. Yale has the only known Fugio Cent struck in gold. 

It is a beauty. 

The Connecticut Cent of 1788 was not struck in New Haven, but 
in New York as I understand it. The mint ceased operations in 
June of 1787 and therefore I do not see how it was possible to 
have those of 1788 minted in New Haven. The blanks were sent to 
New York, where I believe all of 1788 were minted. 

If you do not subscribe to the "Numismatic Review", you might 
like to own a copy of an article that I wrote for them about the 
New Haven Mint. I had some extra copies of my article bound. 

Not that my article is a world beater, but I do think that I 
may have shed some new light on the subject. 

I am very happy with the swap we made and I do hope that you 
feel perfectly satisfied. 

Thanks again. 

Old Orchard Rd. Sincerely 


North Haven, Conn, 



April 23, 1948 


Mr, Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant* 

I certainly am going to take you up on sending me 
the article you wrote in the Numismatic Review on 
the New Haven Mint. I will appreciate it very much. 

I am beginning to be a little disappointed in not 
being able to obtain the Fugio cents yet, but per¬ 
haps the owner is away or otherwise involved and 
has not time for me for the moment. I have written 
him again. If I do not get this collection, then 
we are on our own and will have to attempt to 
locate another group of collections. Does Yale 
University have a number of different dies? 

As to our swap, I am glad you are satisfied, as I 
am, too v 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/me 


May 7, 1948 


Mr. Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

Thank you very much for sending me the interesting article you 
wrote on the New Haven Mint. I read it with great interest and 
fully realise the amount of research you did in preparing it. 

There are two items of information which I think you can furnish 
me and which I would like very much to know. 

First, apparently the mint at New Haven ceased operations in the 
middle of 1787 and, in view of the faot that 1788 coins were made, 
do you believe that the operations were transferred to Maohin*s 
Mill in New York or were the coins manufactured at some other 
spot ? 

The second question is: Who published, and what is the exact 
title of the article written by one of the historical societies 
on the life of Abel Buel? In Kenneth Roberts* book "Oliver 
Wiswell," there is a character by the name of Buel who was 
copied from some publication concerning the original Abel Buel. 

Is it possible that that is a publication of the New Haven His¬ 
torical Society? It probably gives a good deal as to the counter¬ 
feiting activities of Mr. Buel, whose life amused Kenneth Roberts 
to such an extent that the counterfeiting practices of Mr. Buel 
were often Inserted into Oliver Wiswell. 

No doubt you can answer both of these questions with ease. 

Incidentally, I put Mr. John Richardson to work on a project whieh 
might be of interest to you, I told him I would like to know 
which Conneetiout dies were used in various years, as Miller does 
not mention all of them. I particularly want to know if the 1788 
obverse 16(1) is the same as the 1787 obverse 32(9). There were 
obverse dies carried over each year to the next and I thought it 
would be interesting to have a list of them. 

Thanks again for the article. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/me 


June 5, 1943 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 

315 Washington Ave, 

St. Louis, Mo, 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Guess I am in the proverbial dog house for not answering your 
letter of May 7th before now. However, I have been terribly 
busy working around my yard and putting in 270 feet of split 
rail fence. This was a job of the first water and certainly 
tested my back as well as my disposition in putting in the 
posts. Striking rocks and water made the job a most interest¬ 
ing one, but one that I could have done without and not hurt 
my feelings. 

Am glad that you enjoyed the article I wrote regarding the 
New Haven Mint. There is so much material that is lacking for 
an interesting artiole about the old mint. 

In answer to your question about the Connecticut Cents of 1788 
and where they were minted, I believe that the blanks were 
sent to New York and the coins were struck there. The mint 
had ceased operations June 1st, 1787 and therefore the coins 
dated 1788 could not have been minted in New Haven. The Fugios 
were minted in New Haven under James Jarvis’s authority and 
the mint was started up again. 

Damon Douglas down in New Jersey has a great deal of information 
and documentary evidence about the minting of the Fugio cent. 

I have met him and heard him give a le#cture on the subject. 

He might be able to help you. 

About the book on Abel Buell, the die-maker, it was published 
in 1926 by the Acorn Club of New Haven. The title of the 
article is "Abel Buell of Connecticut" by Lawrence C. Worth. 
There were 102 copies printed, I own #86. It is out of print 
now and the only way to get one would be from a book dealer 
who had one to sell that some member of the Club sold to them, 

I got mine from Mr, Frank Corbin, Secretary of the Acorn Club, 

He had two left when I bought mine from him for $10.00. 

It is a most interesting story about Abel Buell, but the 
author does not go into very much about his being a die-maker. 
Abel Buell was a silversmith and type founder and engraver. 

The book is mostly about this end of Buellls endeavors. 

I have the book titled "Oliver Wiswell" and I got all excited 
thinking it was about the Abel Buell that we are interested in. 

I do not think it is the same person. 
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John Richardson can undoubtedly answer your question about 
which Connecticut dies were used in various years. My specimen 
of 1787 329 is so poor that I can not tell if it’s obverse 
is the same as that of 1788 161-D, John may have a lot better 

specimen of each in order to answer your question, 

I bought a beautiful Fugio Cent with mint lustre. Believe it 
was struck from what is generally known as the "New Haven dies". 
Some of the rays to the right of the sun are missing. The coin 
is very clear and well struck before the dies were worn out, 

I had another one in my collection which has been in a fire 
but clearly shows the missing rays to the right of the sun. 

It has the reverse of UNITED * STATES *. 

As I recall Damon Douglas stated he believed that all the 
Fugios were minted in New Haven and not what I had always 
thought, which was that they were minted in New Haven; fiupert, 
Vermint; Newburgh, N.Y.; and in New York City, This may be of 
interest to you. 

Best regards. 


Sincerely 



Bid Orchard Road 
North Haven, Conn, 


Norman Bryant 


Juno 9* 1948 


Mr, Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr, Bryant: 

I almost gave up hearing from you, but was revived by your letter. 

Thank you for the information on the Abel Buell book. I would 
appreciate it very much if you would lend me your copy to read. 

I corresponded with Kenneth Roberts, the author of Oliver Wiswell, 
and he told me that he based his character Buell on the Acorn Club 
publication. He merely changed the name and had Buell counterfeit¬ 
ing Continental paper money whenever convenient. I had a lot of 
fun with Kenneth Roberts because he made so many numismatic errors 
in his book, one of which was squeesing a cockroach in 1775 between 
two big English copper pennies. I told him there were no English 
copper pennies at that time, and he indicated that he always changed 
facts wherever the story would be improved by so doing. 

Mr. Richardson has definitely confirmed the fact that the 1787 
Connecticut 32 (9) is the same as 1788 16 (1). 

I am pleased to advise you that I finally received the collection 
of Fugio cents I had been hoping to receive. The owner indicates 
there are about 39 varieties, and I have about 100 specimens to 
work with so far. As soon as possible I am going to try to take 
pictures of the various varieties substantially enlarged and we 
can then work on the various die varieties. I believe it would 
be an excellent thing to combine the documentary information which 
Damon Douglas has worked out concerning the Fugio cents with a die 
variety list. 

My very best regards to you. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/me 


June 10, 1948 


Mr. Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryants 

I want to take a picture of a 1788 reverse D 
Connecticut cent before the die break occurred 
between the B, the star, and the shield. Will 
you see if you have a nice specimen which was 
struck before this die break occurred. If you 
have one, or even a duplicate, I would appreciate 
your forwarding it to me. Your list indicates 
you have about nine specimens with the obverse 2 
and four with obverse 16(1). I have a notion 
that all those with obverse 16(1) have the die 
break and only part of obverse 2 have the die 
break on the reverse. 

I will appreciate your helpfulness. 

Sincerely, 


EPN/me 




June 13, 194S 


Mr. Eric P. Newm&n 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mir, Newman: 

Thanks so much for your letter of June flth, I was most 
interested in what you had to say about Kenneth Roberts, 
the author of "Oliver Wiswell”. To learn that he was 
really talking of Abel Buell in his book is of interest. 

You will feel terribly, as I do, to learn that my good 
friend, John M, Richardson of Stratford, Conn., died last 
week at his home, June 9th. He woke up at 2:00 A.M. and 
started to close windowva little, as he thought it was too 
drafty on his wife. He went back to bed and in a short time 
she heard a peculiar girgle sound and spoke to him, but he 
did not answer, as he had died. 

The Numismatic World has lost a valuable collector, I con¬ 
sidered John the greatest authority on the Connecticut Cent 
in the country. He got more out of his collection than any 
collector I have ever met. Dealers used to send Connecticut 
Cents to John to attribute. I feel that his knowledge is 
goingoto be hard to replace. 

John was 84 on dune 4th. He was so pleased to have smarted a 
correspondence with you, as there are not many Connecticut 
Cent collectors. Fortunately, I have saved every letter he 
has written to me for 10 years. The information is very 
valuable to me, 

I am sending my copy of "Abel Buell of Connecticut” to you 
so that you can read about him. When you have had an opportunity 
to read it, please return it. Am sure you will get a great kick 
out of it. 

That is grand that you have finally received the Fugio cents 
to go over. You will have a grand time going over them I am sure. 
Let me know how you: make out and if I can be of any help to you. 

I am attaching a descriptive method I am using for attributing 
a Fugio Cent. Hope it will be of help to you. If you have any 
suggestions, please let me know. 

Am glad to know that John said that the 1787 - 32^ is the same 
as 1788 161. You must have just heard from him before he died. 

Good luck. 


Sincerely 



Old Orchard Rd, 
North Haven, Conn. 



FUG10 CENT 


1787 


Bryant - 6 - E 
Obverse - 6 


* FUGIO. * * 1787 * 

First cinquefoil much nearer stand than in other varieties, 
and nearer stand than to F of FUGIO. Top of cinquefoil on line with 
top of letter F of FUGIO. Slightly larger spacing between U and G 
than between other letters. Period on line with base of 0 and equi¬ 
distant between 0 and cinquefoil. Second cinquefiil further from 
period than in other varieties and on line with middle of 0. Third 
cinquefoil a little above 1 of date and much nearer rays than to 1. 
Date well spaced. 1 smaller than other numbers. Fourth cinquefoil 
nearer to 7 than to stand and on line with middle of 7« Right stand 
of N in MIND slightly higher than other letters. B in BUSINESS a 
little higher than other letters. First S in BUSINESS slants to 
right a trifle. Y of YOUR directly over left stand of N of BUSINESS. 
Suction marks in field on planchet. 


Reverse - E 


UNITED * STATES * 

Top of right arm of U of UNITED is joined to top left 
stand of N. First cinquefoil (top) slightly nearer D of UNITED 
than first S of STATES, Last S of STATES leans to right. Second 
cinquefoil (bottom) a little nearer last S of STATES than to U 
of UNITED. Top left arm of W in WE just touches inner circle. Bottom 
line of E broken giving appearance of an F. Top right part of R 
in ARE very close to bottom line of E in WE. E lower than AR in ARE, 
Top right stand of N and top of stand of E in ONE connected at top. 
In first circle to right and to left of bottom circle are suction 
marks of suns rays. 




June 14, 1948 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 
315 Washington Avenue 
St, Louis, Mo, 

Dear Mr, Newman: 


Thank you for your letter of June 10th in regard to reverse 
D of the 1788 Connecticut Cent. 


I am enclosing the following 1788 Connecticut Cents for your 
analysis: 


No. 1 


No. 2. 


No. 3. 


No. 4. 


1788 - 2 - D 

Obverse : No die break lower left corner of mail. 

Reverse: No die break between star, B, and shield. Die 
break at I. 

1788 - 2 - D 

Obverse : Beginning of die break lower left corner of mail. 

Reverse^ No die break left foot to border. Die Break at 
I. Die break B to star to shield, and to world. 

1788 - 2 - D 

Obverse: Die break has become larger left corner of mail 

Reverse : No die break left foot to border. Die break 
at I. No die break B to star to shield. 

1788 - 2 - D 

Obverse: Die break at its worst left corner of mail to 
b&rder, 

Rev erse: No die break left foot to border. Die break at I. 
Die break B to star to shield to world. 


1788 - 161 - D 

Reverse : Beginning of die break left foot to border. 
No. Die break at I. Die break from border above B 

through B to star to shield to world to right 
foot to upper date line. 


No. 6. 


1788 - 161 - D 

Reverse : Die has broken more from foot through date line 
to border. Die break at I. Die break from border 
above B through B to star to shield. 









No, 7, 1738 - 16 1 - H 

Reverse: Worst die break from left knee#, foot, date 
line to border. Die break at I* Die break 
from border above B through B to star to # 
shield to world to die break at right foot. 

Therefore, from my specimens I feel you are correct that 
16 1 -D seem to all have die break from B to star to shield. 
However, 2 - D have some with break and some without. 

Specimens No f s, 2 & 4 have die break on reverse starting 
above B and through B to star to shield. 

Thought you would be very interested to see various stages 
of the obverse die break of 2-D and various stages of reverse 
die break on 2-D and 163—8. 

Hope this will help you. After you have made your study of 
them, please return them. Thanks. 

Forgot to send Abel Buell Book this morning but will send it 
off to-morrow. 

Best regards. 


Sincerely 

liow 

Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 
North Haven, Conn. 



June 23, 1^48 


Mr. Norman Bryant 

Old Orohard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant* 

In a day or so I will return to you, under separate cover, the 7 
Connecticut coins you sent in your letter of June 14, 1948 and 
also the book on Abel Buell. After reading the book I am convinced 
that Abel Buell is the man who has caused me all the trouble I have 
had in trying to determine who made all the imitation British half 
penoe. Although the book does not say so, it certainly seems clear 
that Abel Buell was engaged in counterfeiting continental money 
during the period from 1775 to 1778, ae his wife’s prosperity and 
his disappearance seem to indicate some suoh activity. Thereafter 
he must have made imitation half pence along with Connecticut and 
Vermont coins. 

I was very shocked to learn of the death of John Richardson, He 
wrote me just a short period before he died, and I had been cor* 
responding with him for several months prior thereto. I had sent 
him a Vermont cent and, although he had nothing to exchange for 
it, I told him to keep it until he found something and that he 
should not worry about it. He sent me many of hie continental bills 
for examination, and told me that he has a complete set of the money 
issued by the Continental Congress. I was particularly interested 
in the counterfeits of some of the issues he had. Mr. Richardson 
certainly was a very careful worker and had unending enthusiasm. 

I have not written his family as yet because I only had a corres¬ 
pondence acquaintanceship with him, but if they are going to sell 
any of his items I would be very much interested in the paper money. 

I know you arc interested in his Connecticut and Vermont collections. 
Do you happen to know what is to be dona with those items? I imagine 
his family will want to sell his eolleetion, as I know mine would if 
I were no longer around to enjoy them. 

I have been working very hard on the Pugio cents and, believe me, 
that is a work-out. As soon as I have them photographed I will 
try to send you prints so that you oan see what I am doing. 

With my kindest regards to you. 


Sinoerely yours, 


EPN/me 


July 11, 1948 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo, 

Dear Mr, Newman: 

Thank you for your letter of June 23rd and for returning 
my book on Abel Buell as well as the seven Connecticut Cents. 

In regard to John Richardson’s collection of coins and paper 
money, it was his wish that his collection go to his two daughters 
and be sold and the money divided equally between them. Further¬ 
more, he wrote to me that he wanted me to have first chance on 
anything I wanted in his collection. 

One of his daughter’s asked me after he died what she should 
do with his collection as she and her sister were not interested 
in it and would want to sell it, I told her that she should sit 
tight at that time and do nothing until she had a chance to think 
it all over and that I had a letter from her Father stating what 
his wish was, but I did not care to go into it at that time. 

It hardly seemed the correct time, just after he died and before 
the actual funeral, to go into any business angle of it. She told 
me that she would be wanting my advice about the collection. 

After about a month had gone by and I had not heard from her and 
knowing that some dealers would be after his collection hot and 
heavy, I decided that enough time had gone by to at least tell 
her what her Father’s wish was as well as the fact that I was 
interested in the Connecticut, Cents and Paper Money, and the 
Vermont Cents. The Continental Paper Money I am not as interested 
in. I told her that an appraisal would have to be made for in¬ 
herit ence tax purposes and that if I could help her on that I 
would be glad to. 

What she is going to be willing to do I do not know. All I hope 
is that no one has purchased the collection right out of my own 
sight. If so, I think she would be very unfair to me. Well, it 
all remains to be seen. 

Will be interested to see the photographs of the Fugio Cents 
and to learn how you are attacking the problem of attribution. 


Sincerely 



Old Orchard Road 
North Haven, Conn, 


Norman Bryant 


July 21, 19*8 


Mr. Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant* 

Thank you for your letter of July 11, 19*8. 

You seemed a little concerned about the way John Richardson'e 
family had neglected to call you, but I feel this is more in 
the ordinary course and not at all unusual. If you are in a 
position to buy his entire collection, I would appreciate if 
you would advise me on what basis the Continental paper money 
can be purchased, as I do not want to compete with you or 
spoil your opportunity to acquire these items. 

I had the pictures of the Fugio cents taken in New York and 
have attributed all of them by a new type of description 
which is somewhat different from yours. As soon as I receive 
the pictures I will send them to you along with my attribu¬ 
tion method. 

I am soon leaving on my vacation, so that there may be some 
delay on the Fugio matter, but my office will send me any 
mail in case something comes up on the Richardson matter. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPNewman/me 


NORMAN BRYANT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING • 2.O5 CHURCH STREET 


Business Telephone 7-4251 NEW HAVEN, 10, CONN. Residence Telephone 2-2996 


Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


September 9 , 1948 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

As usual I am in the dog house for not having answered your 
nice letter of July 21st and please accept my apology. 

I have made an offer to the daughters of John Richardson 
for his Conn, and Vermont copper ceins. They have accepted 
my offer and I am now waiting for the Probate Court to do 
what is needed and will eventually receive the coins. As 
I made a very fair offer for the above coins I was unable 
to offer to purchase the Conn, and Continental paper money. 

\ the moment I can not tell you what they intend to do with 
the remainder of the collection. They may wish to put it in 
an auction or they may decide to sell it to a private individual. 
However, I will be very glad to let them know that you are 
interested in the Continental paper money and on what basis 
you can purchase same. 

The reason I did not hear from the Richardsons after making a 
list of his collection for -*r tax purposes is that Mrs. Richardson 
was very sick and died 9 weeks to the day following his death. 

No wonder they were in a state of upheaval. 

On Labor Day I had a most delightful time with Damon Douglas of 
Caldwell, New Jersey, and had an opportunity to read his work 
on the Fugio cent and to see his photographs and method of 
attribution. Damon certainly has done a marvelous job and Ms 
work should be of interest to the numismatic fraternity. I 
think his method of attribution is very good but I wonder if the 
photographs of the different die varities would be sufficient 
without a fuller description of the die varieties. He has made 
a table in which he lias used the relationship of the "D" of the 
word "MIND" over »S» of "BUSINESS". He did this instead of 
using the letter "Y" over "I" or "N" of "BUSINESS" because he 
has found that the "D" of "MIND" shows up more clearly on a worn 
specimen than a letter "Y". 




Mr. Eric P. Newman 


September 9, 1948 


Damon also told me of having the privilege of examining over 
1600 Fugio cents, in mint condition, that belonged to the 
Bank of New York and Fifth Avenue Bank. 

Will let you know when I learn anything further from Mr. 
Richardson’s daughters. 


Sincerely 



Norman Bryant 


NB/er 


September 13» 19*8 


Mr, Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryanti 

I appreciate receiving your letter of September 9 
you have purchased the Connecticut and Vermont coins which be¬ 
longed to John Richardson. I have written to his estate as 
per copy of letter enclosed. 

I am glad you met Mr. Douglas and saw hie article on the Fugios. 

I am enclosing herewith my schedule of die variety designations, 
which is entirely different from that of Mr, Douglas, I believe 
that the center ornament is by far the most readable in worn 
specimens, and I have used the cinquefoil position as the 
clincher, Mr* Douglas and I probably will reach some compro¬ 
mise on the way these items are to be described. I am checking 
Mr. Douglas* article now and find that he has made certain 
speculations with respect to the patterns and the re-strike 
dies which I believe to be completely erroneous. He certainly 
has done a world of research on the Jarvis history. 

I would appreciate it very much if you would check your Connecticut 
cente and tell me which ones of the 1785 have a small date. I note 
that reverse E and reverse M have a small date. If after you com¬ 
bine the Richardson and Bryant collections you have duplicates of 
the small date I would appreciate an opportunity to acquire one or 
two. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/me 
Enel . 


March 10, 1949 


Mr. Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryants 

I an enclosing a copy of ny article on Fugio Cents. 
You already may have seen it, but in view of your 
interest in the subject I personally want to send 

you a copy. 

It would be wonderful if you would work with Yale 
University and a few others and publish pictures 
of all the varieties of Connecticut cents. 

Incidentally, I am going to make a few bids at Mr. 
Katon* s coming auction on March 18 and Maroh 19 
(principally on March 19), and am wondering if you 
will try to bid in some items for me. My luck 
wasn't very good the last time. If you happen to 
bo going to the auction please let me know right 
away. 


EPN/me 

Eno. 


Sincerely yours. 


NORMAN B RYA NT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING 


X05 CHURCH STREET 


Business Telephone 7-4251 NEW HAVEN, 10, CONN. Residence Telephone 2-2996 


Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


March 24, 1949 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

As usual I seem to be in the proverbial dog house and as a 
letter writer am not much good. 

I appreciate very much your sending me your article on the 
Fugio Cents. It seems to me you have done a splendid piece 
of work and that it should make it interesting and easier to 
attribute these coins. I wonder if Damon Douglas has done 
the same idea of the classification of the Fugio Cents. May¬ 
be, the two of you have been working together as regards the 
classification of these coins. 

I did buy from the daughters of the late John Richardson, 
his Conn, and Vermont Cents only, and the remainder of his 
collection was sold in two lots through Frank Katen of the 
Milford Coin and Stamp Company. The daughters got a good 
break by selling them at auction and I am sure more than 
they would have received if any numismatist had purchased 
them. 

I was away all of last week and did not receive your letter 
until I got back, and therefore, was unable to bid for any 
of the Continental Currency that was in Katen’s last auction. 

I am terribly sorry that I could not do this for you. Now 
owning John Richardson’s collection of Conn, and Vermont Cents 
I feel that I have a splendid collection of these coins and 
as I am trying to get two of each die variety it has helped 
me as to duplicates of what I have had one of, and has improved 
the condition of quite a number of my coins. Furthermore, he 
had some die varieties that I did not own. 

I am still hoping to have the time to devote to my Conn. Cents 
collection and to attribute other Conn. Cents for other collectors. 
This gives me as much pleasure as it did John Richardson. 

Thanks again for your nice letters and for the booklet. 


NB/er 





December 15 » 1952 


Mr. Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryants 

You will remember that many years ago we corres¬ 
ponded and I hope your interest in Connecticut 
cents has continued. I remember that you acquired 
Mr. Richardson's collection and that made your 
collection even more complete. 

I am doing some research which involves a few 
of the Connecticut cents and I am wondering if 
you can send me, for examination, the following 
1788 Connecticut cents: 

Miller 3(1) B-(1) 

• Miller ii( 2)-R 
Miller 6-H 

If you have any duplicates of these I should be 
interested and will be glad to exchange something 
for them. 

I will appreciate your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 


EFN/atb 


NORMAN BRYANT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING * 2 . 0 ^ CHURCH STREET 

Bus. Tel. STate 7-4251 NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. Res. Tel. CHestnut 8-2996 


Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


January 26, 1953 


Mr. Eric P. Newman,Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

I certainly am a poor letter writer and apologize for not 
answering your nice letter of December 15, 1952. 

My interest still remains on the Conn, cents and you are 
correct that I did acquire the Richardson’s collection. 

I believe that I could be of some service to you on the coins 
that you have mentioned in your letter. Enclosed please find 
five Conn, cents. Three of them are not marked for trade or 
sale and these three coins are the same ones that you have 
requested to examine. These are from my main collection. The 
other two Conn, cents are triplicates and are for trade or sale. 
I do not have an extra one of the 17$$-4 - l. 

Do you happen to have a list of any duplicates that you have 
for trade or sale? I would be interested in any good specimens 
that you have. 

Would you have any list of Conn, cents in your collection that 
are in beautiful condition? I am interested in obtaining 
photographs of these coins so that some day I hope to be able 
to publish the various die varieties of the Conn, cents by 
photography. I have made a small effort along this line so far 
but have found that photography is extremely expensive. I shall 
have to get more Conn, cents on a page than I have so far. It 
seems to me that it would be valuable information for collectors 
of Conn, cents to actually look at photographs and determine 
the die variety rather than to have to read the description in 
entirety by Miller. If you have any Conn, cents in beautiful 
condition which would photograph well, would you be willing to 
let me borrow these coins so that I can have them photographed? 

There certainly do not seem to be many collectors of the Conn, 
cents around here and I miss my old friend John Richardson who 




enjoyed them so much. I believe next to the American Numismatic 
Society in New York that I have the next largest number of die 
varieties of the Conn. cent. In fact,I am trying to get two 
of each die variety so that it will mean less handling and it 
will be easier for the person interested in seeing the collection 
and seeing both sides at the same time. 

What do you think of my idea of photographing the die varieties 
for easy attribution? 

Kindest regards and best of good luck and again many apologies 
for^being so slow in answering your letter. 


Sincerely 


NB/er 

end. 



Norman Bryant 



January 30, 1953 


Mr, Norman 3ryant 
Trust Company Building 
20^ Church Street 
New Haven 10, Conn. 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

I had given you up for lost but thanks for your letter of 
January 26, 1953* 

I believe that you would be making a great contribution if 
you can work up pictures of virtually all the varieties of 
Connecticut cents. I think you should start out by making 
a list of those where you have excellent pictures and those 
where you do not and I will help you fill in through my col¬ 
lection and the collection of a friend or two of mine. As 
far as the cost is concerned, if the ANS would permit this 
to be published, a charitable contribution could be made to 
them for that purpose and I might participate. Will you let 
me know how far advanced you are in having photographs made 
and whether you are having them made at ANS, Where a die is 
used on several different varieties there is no need to 
photograph each one separately. 

As you know, there was a pot of Connecticut cents and imi¬ 
tation British halfpence dug up in Fairfield County, Con¬ 
necticut. Stacks acquired this hoard and I have a list of 
mo3t of the contents of the hoard. There were a great many 
Qonnecticut cents in that hoard, all of which were sold to 
Henry Fortier of Darby, Connecticut. I wrote to him on Febru¬ 
ary 11, 1952 and suggested to him that perhaps a book illus¬ 
trating Connecticut cents should be published but I never 
heard from him. Perhaps you are in a position to contact 
him and to get photographs of some of the items from this 
hoard. He might have other Connecticut cents worth taking 
pictures of. 

Please let me have your thoughts on the foregoing, 

. Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


February 19, 1953 


MEMORANDUM 


The Connecticut cents found in Stepney, Fairfield 
County hoard, were sold to Henry Fortier by Stacks 
and Fortier sold them to Norman Bryant, Bryant got over 
100 of them but indicates that Stacks had already sold 
some prior to their sale to Fortier. 

Bryant did not obtain any of the new varieties 
of the Connecticut cents and challengesthe accuracy 
of the article written by Breen. , .. . | 

This entire matter will have to be looked into 

again. 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN/atb 



NORMAN BRYANT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING • 2.05 CHURCH STREET 


Bus. Tel. STate 7-4251 


NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. Res. Td. CHesmut 8-2996 

Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


February 9, 1953 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you for your nice letter of January 30th relative to 
Conn, cents. 


At the present time I have twenty five 
photographed. They are as follows: 
1785 3J-A3 1786 3-d1 1787 k- 

~ 7 ' 5M 1 


Conn, cents that are 


ZJ-A2 

6,-A 

6^-G^- 


5^-M 

6-K 


•+-L 
6 2 -M 
14-H 
28-m 


33 


33 l5 -z4 


,27_ r 4 

|29.Ll 


333-Wl 33394 

33?-r 2 37 2 -k5 


1788 3 1 -B 1 
10-C 
12 2 -C 


I have started working on a chart system going over the 
various die varieties of the Conn, cent to see the number I 
have in fine condition that would photograph well and those 
that I would need to have photographed that I do not own. 

As soon as I am able to complete this list, I will let you 
know. I was pleasantly surprised when going over my collection 
that I had so many in real nice condition that would photograph 
well even though I might have to use a different die variety 
where the reverse might be the same as the coin that I was look¬ 
ing at. In other words the reverse of this coin I was looking 
at might have a good obverse and a poor reverse, while the 
specimen of another die variety with the same reverse might be 
in fine condition. 


I can see one difficulty in the photographing of a number of 
coins at the same time when I might need two obverse or more 
of the same obverse die so that it would be on the same photo¬ 
graph. It is a lot less expensive to get the coin photographed 
by using a number of them at a time. I do not know if the sheets 
with pictures of the coins on them could then be cut up and 
placed in a correct order on another sheet for photographing 
purposes in order to publish same. This makes a lot of differ¬ 
ence from a cost angle. 






You are very nice to offer to fill in through your own 
collection and some of your friends’ specimens that I 
might need for this job. Of course, it is always possible 
that some of your specimens or those of your friends may 
be even better than some of mine, though I do have some 
excellent specimens. 

I did not have the ANS photograph the twenty five coins 
that I had photographed. I believe it might be well if I 
contact the ANS and see whether I could get any co-operation 
from them and if they will permit the publication of a book¬ 
let along the line that we have been talking. Of course, 
if they could help with the cost angle of itjit would be a 
big help to me. 

In regard to your third paragraph of your letter, I purchased 
the coins from Henry Fortier, that were found in Stepney, Ct. 
Unfortunately, some of the Conn, cents had already been sold 
by Stacks but I did get over a hundred of them. There are 
many uncirculated specimens but there are some that have 
some corrosion on them even though they are uncirculated. 

I do not think that Henry got the counterfeit British half¬ 
pence. The Vt. coins had already been sold and Henry ehecked 
with Stacks regarding the story in the Numismatist about the 
dies of the Conn, cent that were found. The story regarding 
the dies evidently was wishful thinking and there were no 
such animals found. This annoyed me beyond words,because I 
had been hunting for some of the dies for years and had 
never found them. There was some man in Baltimore who wrote 
an article in the Numismatist about these being found but 
when Henry checked with Stacks he was told that -there were 
none. Therefore, which story is true I do not know. 

I do have a great number of triplicate Conn, cents and if 
you are interested in making any exchange of coins by giving 
me a list of your duplicates or triplicates, I will be glad 
to work out some fair exchange with you. There are some 
triplicates that came from the Fairfield hoard that are 
not quite as good as some in my regular collection. 

Therefore, as soon as I can complete the listing of the 
coins and have time to check the list to make sure that the 
important features for attribution show on each specimen, 

I will forward to you themedins that I do not own in my 
collection or that are in poor condition for photographing 
purposes. It is very likely that some of the coins in my 
collection would have to be photographed even though they 
were in poor condition, because they are new die varieties 
that have never been known before. There are several new 
combinations of known die varieties that are not in Miller’s 
book. I would appreciate it if you have come across any 


new combinations of dies or a totally new die variety that 
you would drop me a note telling me which combinations are 
the new ones and if it is a totally new die variety, never 
known before, with a description of it would be very much 
appreciated by me, and of course, such a coin should be 
included in making up a list for photographic purposes. 

My thought is that an additional statement about the new 
combinations of known dies and any new die variety could 
be included in a brochure that the photographs would be in. 

It would be helpful, of course, if the ANS would be willing 
to put out a new edition of the Conn, cents and include 
the new information. There are some corrections that should 
be made in the present book. John Richardson, deceased, 
had found a number of errors in the book, and I think it would 
be well if such errors were corrected in a new edition. 

Thank you very much for your kindest and I hope the coins 
that I sent to you for observation ; and the coins I sent 
that you desired for your own collection have proved of some 
value to you. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely 


NB/er 



Norman Bryant 


February 25,1953 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 

315 Washington Avenue 
Saint Louis, 2 
Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

At last I have been able to complete a list of the 
obverse and reverse dies of the Connecticut Cent needed 
for photographic purposes. It has taken aclot of scrutiny 
to see what ones are needed, I am able to use some obverse 
dies that have different reverses. In other words, it has 
taken careful analysis to see if my own specimens can come 
up to mark for ohotography. There are some that could be 
improved up&n that are not included in this list that is 
attached. 

When our New Haven Numismatic Society met this month, I 
gave a talk on the Connecticut Cents, I sincerely hope that 
interest was aroused in this field. It was aroused in the 
enterprise of mine in having the American Numismatic Society 
issue a new edition of the Miller work with photographs as 
well as corrections for last work and new additions to the 
work. 

My plan is to contact the American Numismaticsociety to see 
if they will help me in the photgraphing and publication of 
an up to date book on the subject, I expect to contact them 
presently. 

It would be of great assistance to know if you have any 
excellent specimens for photographic purposes that are on 
my list or any others that are beauties that might be better 
than mine. Would you be willing at this time to give me such 
p list so that when I go to the American Numismatic Society 
I will have definite information for them. This seems better 
to me before borrowing any specific coins from any collector 
that will be willing to cooperate on this enterprise. 

I feel that it is verybdifficult to photograph a number of 
coins on the same sheet in order to get best results. The 
actual color of the coin makes a big difference as to how well 
it will show up. Offhand, I would say that coins with a brown 
cast to them show up the best. 

At the present time I have 294- different die varieties of 
the Connecticut Gent. This is counting 1787 - l +-L as one 
die variety. 

From your last letter, I did not understand if you received 
the coins that I mailed to you or not. I most certainly hope 
they arrived safely and the triplicates will be of value to you 
The other coins in my main collection I hope proved of interest 

The attached lists do not mean that I necessarily do not own 
the coin, but that some part of the design may not show or is 
not a good enough specimen for photography. 



I believe that you will be interested in ray enclosed list Slv$uiq 
new varieties discovered since Miller's work or new obverse 
or reverse dies or new cCmbinations of known dies. 


There are a few private sollections here in Connecticut that 
may be able to help me in ray qjiest for the best ‘specimens 
that cah be located of different dies. I do want to check 
Yale Collection to see how many of their coins could be used 
from list I am enclosing for your information. 

Maybe you have duplicates or triplicates that you would be 
interested in swapping, I have so many Connecticut C e nts that 
I may be able to help you in your collection if you will be 
kind enough to give me your want list. Thanks. 

Kindest regards and many thanks for any help you can give me. 

I really think it would be wonderful to get photographs of the 
different dies plus corrections made in Miller book as well as 
additional information. 


Sincerely 



Norman Bryant 


1 Old Orchard Hoad 
North Haven, Connecticut 


CONNECTICUT CENTS 


1785 


1788 


OBVEKdE DIEo 

HEEDED 


1 

3 3 
3 5 

42 t/ 

65 

$ 


4* 

5 ^ 
8 

9/ 

14 2 

152 

15 3 
162 
16$; 
16 6 
17 


1786 - 


% 

5° 

c9 ^ 

5 ^ 

512 

5 3 3 

514 

515 

7 

8 


1787 - 


l4 

3 

5 _ 

10 

n 1 ^ 
12 — 
13 ^ 
162 ^ 

163 

164 
21 
22 

24 ^ 
27 

29 2 ^ 

327 

328 

329 
334 

3310-^ 

33 21 

3322 

33 li •" 

33^4 

33*« 

3330 

3335 

3341 

33*2 

3343 

34 

35 

36 

376 

377 

3712 

37*4 

391 ^ 

39 2 
42 ^ 

45 

47 ^ 

48 

49 
52 
56 





CONNECTICUT GENTS 


1785 


1788 


REVERSE DIES 


NEEDED 



1786 - 

1787 - 


Bl 

B VX 

B 

B 2 

c 

C 

D ? 

D 

E_ 

d 4 

E 

F3 

F 

F ^ 

a2v^ 

Hi 

G ^ 

M v/ 

H 2 

P 


N 

R v/ 



S ^ 


R / 

w5 


S 

W6 



X5 



X7 ^ 
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Z.20 

A 2 

F 2 

I 


7 22 

Z23 

al 
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K 

N ^ 

OvX 

P 
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R 


c 

d 

f 
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hZ 

k3 
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o 

r5 

u 
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cc 4 

dd 
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AA 

CC 

DD ^ 
EE 
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II 

LL 
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SS 

TT 

W 
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CONNECTICUT CANTS 


NEW COMBINATIONS OF KNOWN OBVERSE & REVERSE DIES SINCE MILLER*3 WORK 

Bryant Collection (formerly Richardson Collection) 


1786 - 

59 - 

L 

1787 - 

33 x 9- 


1787 - 

33 21 - 

EE 

1787 - 

33 21 - 

k 4 

1787 - 

33 31 - 

ZW 

1787 - 

33 3 5- 

Z 1 

1787 - 

33 37 - 

z 11 

1787 - 

33 39 - 

Z 13 

1788 - 

4 1 - 

B 2 

1788 - 

16^ - 

A 2 


Yale University Collection 
.American Numismatic Society 
Bryant Collection 
American Numismatic Society 
Yale University Collection 
NEW DIES NEVER KNOWN BEFORE ON OBVERSE AND REVERSE 

1787 - 56 - XX Bryant Collection (formerly Richardson Collection) 

NEW OBVERSE DIE WITH KNOWN REVERSE DIE 

1787 - 33^6- z 21 American Numismatic Society 


1737 - - &21 Bryant Collection 

Note: This one of mine may he same as 

American Numismatic Society or a new one 
which I might call #58 obverse. Am sending 
ay examplp to American Numismatic Society 
to check to see if it is a 33^-6 or not. 

NEW REVERSE DIE WITH KNOWN OBVERSE DIE 

1786 - 4 2 - S Bryant Collection 

1788 - 14 1 - S Yale University Collection 


Note: My coin that I have temporarily called 57- X 3 of 17#7 

is very similar to 32I- X3 of 1787 except that I can not 
find a' period after AUCTORI. It is a pretty clear specimen 
and I am not positive if this is a new obverse or not or 
if my specimen has had a worn die used that would obliterate 
the period. 








February 2 5, 1953 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
205 Church Street 
New Haven 10, Conn. 

Dear Mr. Bryants 

Thank you for your letter of February 9, 1953. 

Primarily, I wish to point out that you can get at least 
nine and perhaps more coins on one picture at A.K.S and 
can cut around these pictures and mount them in any manner 
you wish on the plate to be photographed for publication. 

All of my pictures have been done in this manner and in 
that way the cost is substantially reduced, particularly 
if you do not have to picture both sides of all coins. 

I was interested to learn you purchased the Connecticut 
coins from Fortier. He did not get the counterfeit British 
halfpence. I have correspondence from Kr. Breen, who wrote 
the article in the January, 1952 Numismatist about this 
hoard. He was working at Stacks when this hoard was on hand. 
He has sent me a list of every variety which he 3 aw. No. 1 
was New Yorkj Nos. 2 through 73 were imitation halfpence 3 
Nos. 7k through 178 were Connecticuts and Nos. 179 through 
181 were Vermonts. I believe some Vermonts were removed 
before he saw them, according to John Ford. 

I have a great many Connecticut cents, in duplicate. In 
due course I think we can work out an exchange if your 
triplicates are in somewhat decent condition, particularly 
some from the Fairfield hoard, and I look forward to hearing 
from you with respect to the list which you are preparing. 

The new Connecticut cents about which Breen had informed 
me in the past wares 

1785 Miller 3 (5)-L 

1786 Miller k (2)-Q 

1787 Miller 33 (7)-Z(9) 

1787 Miller 33 (U6)-Z(21) - described in 
March, 1928 Numismatist. 


February 26, 1953 
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Mr. Norman Bryant 
New Haven, Conn. 


There are some others described in the March, 1928 Numis¬ 
matist also. 

The coins which you sent me will be returned just as soon 
as photographs are made of a couple of them. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


SPN/atb 


March 6, 1953 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
205 Church Street 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

Your letter of February 2 5* 19 53 was very interesting to me 
and I feel, definitely, that you should check over the Yale 
collection with respect to pictures before proceeding further. 
These ought to give you some excellent photographs. 


In making photographs I find that if you take coins of the 
same color and put them in one plate you can take the group 
all at once and you are perfectly correct in finding that 
coins of different colors do not photograph well together* 


The mentioning of new varieties found since Miller completed 
his work is very fascinating to me. 

I have, as you may know, some very choice Connecticut cents, 
having acquired some items from the Hall collection and from 
time to time other lovely specimens. Two of mine are supposed 
to be unique $ The 1?85 h (2)-Fh and certainly the 1787 l(li)-WW. 
I am enclosing a list of all the Connecticut cents in my col¬ 
lection with a red check mark where I own duplicates and a 
green circle to indicate that my specimen is nice enough to 
photograph. 

As far as trading duplicates is concerned, I would be delighted 
and perhaps many of your duplicates would improve those I have 
and many of mine might improve those you have. I am sort of 
weak in the commoner 1787's and have, more or less, gone after 
major differences as my eyes almost wore out studying obverse 
33 and reverse Z. 


I arc returning the five Connecticut cents which you were kind 
enough to forward to me previously. 
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March 6, 1953 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
New Haven, Connecticut 


Don't let the fire burn down this time and I think you will 
be able to accomplish something remarkably interesting and 
remarkably necessary. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


March 10, 1953 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
hdison brothers stores, Inc. 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 

iviO • 


Lear Mr. Newman: 


Thanks for you your letters of February 25th and March 
6 th, as well as for returning my coins to me. I appreciate 
having a list of all your Connecticut Cents and the information 
as to those obverse and/or reverse sides of die varieties 
that will be good for photographing. Am also interested in 
knowing the duplicates that you have. 


I am sorry that the two coins I sent to you for trade or 
sale were not in better condition. It is difficult to get 
triplicates in fine condition but hope that I have a few 
that may be of interest to you. 
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When Henry Fortier bought the Connecticut Cent lot - Fairfield 
hoard - for me from Stacks, I had to take quite a number of 
other Connecticut Centd that were not in as good condition. 

I suppose it was a way for a dealer to dispose of some that 
were less saleable by making the buyer buy all as a lot. 

It bothers me a great deal about the dies of the/Connecticut 
Cent that Mr. B r een stated were found in Stepney r Connecticut 
hoard for I asked Henry Fortier to ask Stacks about the dies 
when he was in New Ygrk. He talked with two of the brothers 
and both denied that there were any dies found in the kettle 
in Stepney. Mr. Breen efen listed off the dies that were 
in the lot. Do you happen to know the inside story about the 
dies? I have hunted since 1935 for dies of the Connecticut 
Cent^ and.never have found one. It does not seem probable to 
me that if the Connecticut Cent hoard that was found in 
Stepney was a collection tftat was accumulated by a young 
boy, as described by Mr. Breen, that a young boy would have 
accumulated the dies as well. 


Being interested in the story of the hoard and having the 
thought I might learn more about the history of the hoard, 

1 drove up to otepney and talked with a Mr. Eugene a, Blake, 
Town Clerk about the find in 1950* He knows nothing of any 
such find, but is going to check it for me. He said the only 
house that was torn down in 1950 in Stepney was one that he 
helped tare down. Of course, the article by Mr. Breen states 
that it was an old barn on a pre-revolutionary estate that 
was being restored. Mr. Blake does not know of any such barn 
being.restored in 1950. Stepney is a town of about 3000 people, 
imke m most small towns, everybody knows everybody elses 
business and .therefore he doubts if the information is correct. 
Bid Mr. B r een tell you what estate or place it came from in 
Stepney? Mr. Breen may have the story correct and the owner 
may have been gagey in not disclosing to his townfolk the 

n? c ? ins * However, he must know the owner of the dies 

estate ^ C ° inS th&t baVe been SOld by ilim > the owner of the 


I talked with one of the Stacks who came to the New England 
Numismatic Convention that was held at the Hotel Taft in October 
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1951, 'when our New Haven Numismatic Society was the host 
cluh. Another New Y 0 rk dealer or Brooklyn dealer told rad 
about the hoard. I then went to Stack about it. One of the 
Connecticut C-^nts in mint condition was purchased by party 
unknown to me for S35*00. Therefore, I am convinced that 
buyer bought the best coin for condition out of the lot. 

Don’t blame him for I would have also. I think_probably 
tfeat about four coins out of the Connecticut Cent lot 
were sold before I bought the remainder. Wish I knew the 
buyers of those coins for it would help on the photographic 
project I am interested in. 

In yourbletter of February 25th, you quoted the article 
by Breen as to new varieties of Connecticut C e ngs found in 
hoard. 1785 - 3^-L; 33’-2*° and 33^6-& 2 l were not in the lot 
I purchased. The 1786 4^- G is not this coin, but 4^-3. S 
is designation I have given the reverse for it definitely 
is not a "G-” reverse. It is possible that the other coins 
were the ones sold before I purchased the remainder. 

It was interesting to me that one can cut around the picture 
I of a coin and then place this on another sheet. If the cut 
1 picture of the coin were glued on to another sheet, would it 
h'. be noticeable that it had been glued on? In other words, would 
Vv It spoil the look of the picture. 

Since I last wrote to you I saw the Yale collection for 
a short period of time as reference librarian was in a hurry 
to.make or rather keep another appointment. I jotted down 
quickly the best ones in their collection, but hope to 
return there this Friday afternoon for a better check-up. 

As a lot, I do not think, Yale has as good condition collection 
as my own. The best coin’^the their collection for photo-graphing 
is 1785 1-E. However, I did get a number of others that could 

be used. 


What I have tried to do when going over my own collection 
was to note the coins in excellent condition with all inscript¬ 
ions showing and turned down some that may not show all the 
date for example. Other coins I graded into fine and good 
condition and hope that those specimens will be Q.K. fob 
photographing. 


I have been to the Connecticut State Library last week to 
see their Connecticut C-^nt collection again, but curator was 
out sick. Have now heard from her and will go up to Hartford 
to view collection again, l attributed all Connecticut Cents 
for them several years ago that needed to be attributed. Hope 
I shall learn something from this trip. 


When I do go to nartfofd I want to stop at Connecticut 
Historical Society and Wadsworth Atheneum (? spelling) to 
see if they have any Connecticut Cents. Bill Hofmann of our 
New Haven Society is going to let me go over his Connecticut 
Cents to see if he can help along the line of the photographic 
end of it by producing coins that migjit be helpful. 


It is fine that you are the lucky owner of 1787 - l^h. yfW as 
well as 1785 - 4^-F^. I am jealous of you, but am delighted 
that you have these rarities in your collection. John Hich- 
ardson handled many Connecticut C^nts and i know he never 
had the good fortune to find either. Congratulation on your 
good fortune. Am sure you will in like manner appreciate it 
when 1 know 1 have an extremely rare Connecticut Cent or have 
discovered a new combination. 
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When I return to the u.B.A. from Bermuda on April 5th, 

1 shall spend the night in New Y u rk and then hope to be 
able to devote the next day to going to the American 
Numismatic society and go over with them my idea of 
bringing up to date miller’s work and the photographic 
plan showing all the different known varieties. I shall 
write for an appointment. 

I am most interested in your statement that coins of the 
same color photograph better. It makes sense. 

Going back to the 1786 - L^-Gr mentioned in hoard, the 
reverse branch is the same as ”S W and can not be there- 
a reverse M G”. It is neither 5^ or 5-*-5 obverse for there 
is no colon after AUCTOKI. The obverse checks with 4 2 . 

In regard to the stepney hoard I was able to use most of 
the coins in my collection either as better than my best or 
as a duplicate and therefore there are only a few that 
are either off center or are weakly struck, which I doubt 
if you would be interested in. 

I do have two Connecticut C^nts that you might be interested 
in. The first is 1785 - 63- a 1 and the other is 1787 - 33 20 -K^ 
which were not from dtepney collection. Theul785 coin is in 
goM condition and the 1787 is in same condition but the 
cinquefoil between head and pole hand does not show for 
there is a depression in the planchet at that point and hence 
the die did not bring out the cinquefoil. If you would like 
me to send these coins to you, I would be pleased to send 
them for your approval. 

My feeling is that you are not interested in any Connecticut 
Cent unless it is.in fine or better condition. I don’t blame 
you.for.this feeling, but from my experience it has shown that 
it is difficult to obtain some of these coins in beautiful 
condition. I have many beautiful specimens, but I also have 
some that give me an additional die variety but the condition 
may not be all that could be desired. 

I could help your collection from numbdr of different die 
varieties but I am sure that you would be disappointed as to 
condition or my triplicates. Eichardson felt that it was best 
to snag onto a different die variety and then improve specimen 
as one could. Am not trying to tell you how you should form 
your collection. However, I have found that it has been a help 
to have a specimen, though only in fair condition, for identi¬ 
fication purposes. 

Thanks a million for all that you have done for me. I hope 
that some good will come o£t of my idea and that the numismatic 
fraternity will gain from such knowledge. 

This has been a long winded letter, but hope that you will 
feel that you and l may gain more knowledge Ay swapping 
information. 1 know; I gained knowledge from Eichardson. 

Kindest regards. 


•Sincerely 



1 Old Orchard Ed. 

North Haven, Connecticut 


Norman B r yant 


March 18, 19 53 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
205* Church Street 
New Haven, Conn. 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

In answer to your letter of March 10, I wish to point 
out that Mr. Breen did not state that any dies of the 
Connecticut cents were found. He merely referred to 
the use of the hubs in preparation for the dies. If 
you will re-read his article with this in mind the 
matter will be clarified. 

It so happens that I have the punches for the various 
decorations used in making the dies for the Connecticut 
cents. 

You ask whether a picture of a coin cut and pasted on 
to a background spoils the pictures. It definitely 
does not if mounted on white and when re-photographed 
the mounting is unnotice able. 

I look forward to the results of your visits to various 
colie ctions. 


Hastily yours, 


EPN/atb 


NORMAN BRYANT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING • 2.05 CHURCH STREET 

Bus. Tel. STate 7-4251 NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. Res. Tel. CHestnut 8-2996 


Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


March 24, 1953 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Sec’y 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr, Newman: 

Thank you very much for your letter of March l£th which 
was in answer to my letter of March 10th. 

I appreciate your bringing to my attention that Mr. Breen 
did not state that he had found the dies of the Connecticut 
cents. From the way the article read I believed that what 
he had called hubs and head-punches were the same things 
as the dies, and that they had been found in this hoard 
in Stepney, Connecticut. I can not understand from his 
article why he mentions specific hubs or head-punches of 
the Connecticut cents if these were not found in the hoard. 

I have to admit that I did not understand what the difference 
was between a hub, a head-punch or punches, or dies. One 
of our members of our New Haven Numismatic Society, who is 
a die maker,informed me as to what the difference is between 
these various things. 

It is most interesting to know that you are the owner of the 
punches for the various decorations used in making the dies 
for the Connecticut cents. Some day I hope that the dies, 
themselves, will be located and will be owned by either a 
private collector or a Museum here in Connecticut. For 
posterity, I wish that they were all in the Connecticut State 
Library as that seems to be about the only place that would 
know how to take care of them properly and where collectors 
can enjoy seeing them. Yale University has a marvelous 
collection of coins but, unfortunately, the Numismatic room 
is not attended by a curator everyday and it is very difficult 
to find somebody who knows enough about their coins at the 
present time who could show an individual the collection 
from time to time, 

I am going down to the American Numismatic Society on April 
7 th and will then discuss with them the question of bringing 
up to date Miller’s work on the Connecticut cents. I would 
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have liked to have written my own book on the subject, but 
I feel that it is better to keep on with Miller’s classifi¬ 
cation and have a new edition with photographs of the Connecti¬ 
cut cents and additions and corrections that should be made 
in Miller’s work. The American Numismatic Society has offered 
to be of any assistance that they can to me but I feel that 
they may not want to venture into it ,if the publication would 
be a book that was entirely rewritten by me,without seeing the 
finished product. It is so costly to try to publish your own 
book that I know I can not afford to put out any such pub¬ 
lication myself. Therefore, if they will let me do the work 
on it for them I hope that an interesting publication will 
come out that will be beneficial to the collectors of the 
Connecticut cents. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely 


NB/er 




Sunday 
May 10, 1953 


Mr* Eric P. Newman, Sec’y 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St, Louis, Mo, 

Dear Mr, Neman: 

Since writing to you on March 24th, i have visited 
the American Numismatic Society in New York and have 
received cooperation from them in my interest in seeing 
an up to date work on the Donnecticut Cents, They will 
not pass on anything until they have seen the finished 
manuscript. This does make it hard for me for I can see 
that a lot of money will be spent on the photographs 
before I know whether my endeavors are done well enough 
to warrant their publishing a new edition. 

At the present time I have had 42 coins photographed 
from my own collection. Have used obverse and reverse 
or either of them. The American Numismatic Society has 
given me a good idea as to how to set up the pholfgraphs. 

If you will be kind enough to have the following coins 
of yours photographed, 1 would appreciate it a great deal: 

1785: Obverse 4 2 (4 2 -fM; both sides of 4^-C; reverse 
of (6^-G^): obverse and reverse of 65-M, 1786 - reverse 

N of (53-N;; reverse of(5--H2); obverse 59 of(59-Bl); 
obverse and reverse of 5 11 -R. 1787 - obverse and reverse of 
l2-C; obverse of 1> of (l3-L); obverse and reverse of 14-WW; 
reverse B of (2-B); Reverse Gr of (3-G); Reverse D of(9-D); 
Reverse E of(9-E); ObverselO of (10-E); Obverse 111 of (111-E)• 
Obverse 12 of (12-Qj; Obverse 13 of (13-D); Reverse E of 
(15-E); Reverse R of (15-R); Obverse 162-(162-NNl); Reverse 
NN2.mof (l6b-NN 2 ); Obverse 21 of (21-DD); Obverse 24 of(24-g3); 
Obverse and reverse of 29 -o; Obverse and reverse of 33^-&&; 
Obverse 33 2 3 of (33 2 3-2i4). Obverse 36 of (36-ll); Reverse 
CrG- of (38-GrG); Reverse hi of (39i-hi); Obverse and Reverse 
of 392-ee; Obverse of 42 of (42-kk2); Reverse of (44-W4); 
Obverse and Reverse of 47-a3; Obverse 48 of (48-g5). 3 . 788 - 
Obverse 1 of (1-1); Obverse 5 Of (5-B2); Obverse 9 of (9-E); 
Obverse 162-0 and Reverse; Reverse N of 163-N; Obverse and * 
Reverse of 17 

This would make 29 obverse photos and 25 reverse photos. 

The photographer that I use gets 6 coins on one photographic 
sheet. lour photographer that you use may be able to get 
more on a sheet than this. I would like to get two prints 
from each negative. Will you be good enough to get a quotation 
for this job for me. Thanks. I shall then send my check 
payable to you for the job. 

If there is any expense that you are put to, please let me 
know and 1 shall be glad to make it right with you. 

Am interested in getting pictures the size of the Eoins. 
xour idea of coins of the same color is a good one and 1 
am using this idea now. Hope that results will be excellent. 


Do you happen to know of any new die varieties not listed 
in Miller’s that should be included in the work I am under- 
taking? 
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From my analysis so far, it seems to me that I shall have 
to change the numbering system of Miller's to some extent. 

From reading Miller’s work that was published by the .American 
Numismatic Society it is obvious that some die varieties 
are not considered new ones. This throws the numbering system 
out to some extent. I had wished the numbering system could 
be kept the same as Miller’s, but realize this is impossible. 

I have obtained information from Yale University; Connecticut 
State Library; Connecticut historical Society; American Numis¬ 
matic Society and yourself as to what coins each o*.ns and those 
that could be used for photographic purposes. 1 haye not 
finished the job at the Connecticut historical Society of 
attributing their coins. As a lot, their coins are no where near 
as good as the State Library. Am hoping to find a new variety 
there, however. 

If you know of any collectors of the Connecticut Cents that 
I should contact, I would appreciate it if you would give me 
the name of the collector and his address. If you know of any 
collectors that have discovered new varieties or new combinations 
of known varieties I woulfl appreciate knowing who the collectors 
are. Thanks. 

In my letter to you of February 25th, I mentioned that I had 
a new obverse die variety with a reverse of 1787 Z» 2 » On 
examining the American Numismatic Society coin called 33*» I 
found that my Coin is a duplicate of their coin. My coin is in 
better condition, however. The number 33^-6 is notbthe number 
I shall give it, as it is not catalogued in the right place. 

I msh that I could help $ou with your collection of these 
coins. I have many triplicates but am afraid I have not get 
them in the condition that you would like. If it were not for 
condition, I could help your collection a great deal. 

On your duplicates, I do have two of each of same ones, but 
you may have some that wouldube better than my duplicate. 

I expect to write to Damon Douglass and Howard Kurth relative 
to what they may have in Connecticut G e nts. 

Thanks so much for your help and I sincerely hope that when 
I have completed the work, that collectors will be interested 
in my work. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely 



Norman Hryant 


1 Old Orchard Kd. 
North Haven, Conn. 


May 15, 1953 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
1 Old Orchard Rd. 

North Haven, Conn. 

Dear Mr. Bryants 

I just received your letter of May 10 and I want to 
make one thing very clear to you. By all means do not 
change the Miller number - merely eliminate die dupli¬ 
cates, where necessary, and point that out, and if you 
have to reschedule those numbers in a different order 
you can still do that without changing the Miller number. 
There has been so much confusion in renumbering that 
it is fundamental to stick to Miller so long as there are 
no material changes being made. 

Another must is that where dies of one year are used 
in another year that your list points out these dupli¬ 
cations . 

I know of a large collection of Connecticut cents but 
the only way I can get them by photography is by a per¬ 
sonal visit. 

Douglas is neglectful of his correspondence and I do not 
think Kurth will have very much. 


Sincereely yours. 


EPN/atb 


June 8, 1953 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
1 Old Orohard Road 
North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

I have misplaced your letter of May 10th and would 
appreciate it if you will send your carbon copy to 
Eric P. Newman, C/o Mrs. Esther Dana, 27 South Street, 
Brighton, Massachusetts. I will then make a photo¬ 
stat of your carbon and return your carbon to you. 

I expect, while I am in the East, to go over some 
items in a very fine collection of Connecticut cents 
and will see what I can do for you. 

Incidentally, do you have the negatives on the pictures 
you have already taken as I would like to have a print 
on those you have so far. You could send the negatives 
to me and I will have the prints made and return the 
negatives. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


June 27, 1953 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Sec'y. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

It certainly was a great pleasure for me to meet you 
recently in New Haven. I thoroughly enjoyed talking 
with you and getting your suggestions about my under¬ 
taking of a rewritten work on the Connecticut C e nts. 

I was fascinated seeing the head punches for the dec¬ 
orations of the Connecticut Cents, The picture of the 
actual decorations that you had blown up was most interest¬ 
ing. If you would be willing for me to liave a copy of 
this enlargement, I shall be very happy to pay for same. 

Under separate cover I am sending to you 34 coins to 
examine. I believe it is questionable if some of my 
English Half Pennies are genuinely Half Pennies for 
I can not find that any were minted in England in 1776 
and in 1767. My farthing of 1774 does not seem to be 
listed either. Some of my English Half Pennies may be 
Bungtown Coppers. I certainly hope that you will not 
consider the time that you will spend on these coins 
a waste of your time. 

Please excuse my delay in not forwarding the information 
that you have requested before now. I have been swamped 
in my insurance work and just have not been able to devote 
the time to the things I truly enjoy. 

Enclosed please find the carbon copy of my letter to you 
of May 10th. I certainly will appreciate having photo¬ 
graphs of your coins that I have mentioned in my letter of 
May 10th. Please have three sets made up rather than two 
and I shall pay you for the three and give you one set. 

I am pleased that you know of another large collection of 
Connecticut CEnts and will try to get me photos of best 
specimens from that collection. What I intend to do is to 
use .best photo of best specimen in my project. I may very 
like^have several photos of same die variety and shall use 
the Best of the lot. However, I am trying to keep expense 
down as much as I can. 

On Wednesday, I have a date with Mr. Victor Hugo of the 
Meriden G-ravure Co., in order to go over the photos I 
had taken of the Connecticut Cents in the Connecticut 
State Library. 
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Do you think you would have any success in getting from 
Stack*s the names and addresses of the people that they 
sold some of the best of the coins found in the hoard in 
Stepney, Conn. Undoubtedly, these coins would help in the 
photographic enterprise. If Stack’s do not care to have 
me know who bought these coins, they might be willing to 
ask the individuals who bought them to get them to have 
their coins photographed and I shall be very happy to pay 
for same. It is obvious to me that Stack’s does know to 
whom they sold these coins and especially so for the coin 
that brought $35 to them. If you think you can do anything 
along this line, I surely would appreciate it. If Stack’s 
and the owner or owners do not want their na&e or names 
mentioned, I most certainly will not press them for this 
information, 

Ben Stack gave me the impression that if the American 
Numismatic Society would not publish the work I have in 
mind that they would be interested. 

Enclosed please find a photo of what is supposed to be a 
Connecticut C-^nt, which I think is a counterfeit. An surev 
that you will be amused with it. After examing same, please 
return to me. Thanks. 

I was terribly disappointed that you did not have the time 
to stop here before returning west. It would have given me 
a great deal of pleasure to have you and your wife stop in. 
Would have beer, most interested to have seen what you thought 
of my collection. Maybe, someday you will drop back east and 
then we could have a grand chat about Connecticut O-^nts. 

Frankly, I can not remember if there was anything else I 
promised to send to you. If there is, please let me know. 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely 

W 

1 Old Orchard R*. Norman Bryant 

North Haven, Conn. 





August 3, 1953 


Mr, Norman Bryant 
1 Old Orchard Road 
North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr, Bryant: 

The American Numismatic Society advises me they are making 
certain photographs for you and as a result there will be 
delays in having photographed some of the coins which I 
sent*up for photography for you, 

I am enclosing herewith some photographs which I had made 
from the ANS Exhibition Catalogue and from Crosby covering 
miscellaneous Connecticut cents to show you what excellent 
results can be obtained from fine pictures from books. Many 
of these can be better than the coins you have available for 
photography, I have additional copies of these in the event 
you wish any more of them. You might comb through other 
catalogues with plates and use some of the Miller pictures 
and it would be worthwhile. You could even use pictures 
printed through an engraving screen but they are not as good. 

I finally found your letter of May 10, 1953 and am returning 
your carbon copy thereof. 

In your letter of June 27, 1953 you sent me a photo of what 
is supposed to be a Connecticut cent. This looks like an re¬ 
engraved genuine cent. Someone just tooled a new design on 
a 1785 or 1786 coin, in my opinion, but I would have to see 
the coin itself to be positive. You might be able to match 
up the position of the figures and letters to some other coin. 
The thing that interests me most about it is the fact that 
the shield has been cut in bands rather than with the Conn¬ 
ecticut insignia. If you have a spare of this photo I would 
appreciate it. 

I have examined the coins which you sent to ma for that pur¬ 
pose and have written my comments on the envelopes. In due 


August 3, 1953 

Page 2 

Mr. Norman Bryant 


course th^se will be returned. They are a representative 
group of what was circulating side by side with your Conn 
ectieut cents. 

I certainly enjoyed meeting you and know that both of us 
will continue to get a great deal of pleasure out of our 
mutual interest in Early American Coins. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


August 9, 1953 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your letter of August 3^1 and for the photos. 

I appreciate it that you have sent some of your coins to 
American Numismatic Society for photographing. I have now 
received the pictures of their specimens. Their pictures 
turned out well and hope that that the Meriden Gravure Co. 
will feel that good results will come from their pictures. 

A test plate has been run off by the Meriden Gravure Co. 

On this plate we took coins of varying lightness or darkness 
and contrast to see which coins turn out the best. I have 
mailed to the American Numismatic Society a test sheet to 
see what comments, if any, they may have. I have done this 
in order to conserve on cost and when I know what turns out 
best, then I shall proceed with my photographer to get all 
pictures of same color and color contrast. X really have gone 
to considerable expense to get excellent photos. I have been 
very disappointed in most pictures I have seen in catalogues 
regarding Connecticut C e nts. The big difficulty at the moment 
is to have the decorations show up sufficiently so a collector 
can attribute his coin from the photos I intend to have made. 

Thanks so much for the photos you made from existing published 
photos of Connecticut Cents. I shall be glad to reimburse you 
for any expense you have gone to. I ©m most interested in your 
photos of 1787 - 1^-WW. It is interesting to learn your thoughts 
on the peculiar Connecticut Cent that I sent you photos of. 

I shall ask the owner if I can borrow this coin for your exam¬ 
ination. 

If you know what postage is on the coins I sent to you, I 
shall be glad to pay return postage. I meant to do this before 
1 mailed coins to you. I hope that these coins Droved of some 
interest to you. 

Thanks for your help and photfis. 

1 0 d Orchard Rd. Sincerely 

North Haven, Conn. 



Norman Bryant 


August 2li, 1953 


Mr. Norman Bryant 

Old Orchard Road 

North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

I just came back from New York and learned the 
ANS had completed your pictures. They are still 
working on mine and I will send them to you just 
as soon as the job has been completed. 

For the present I am very anxious to know whether 
you have a picture of 1787 reverse X (7). This is 
from the combination of 32 (9)-X (7) and Richardson 
wrote me that 32 (9) was the same die as 1788, 16 (1) 
so I assume he had a specimen. If you do not have a 
picture yet of the X (7) reverse would you send me 
the coin so that I could have one made. 

I would also like to have a nice picture of 1787 
Miller 52-G. I have a poor picture of that coin 
but would like a nice one if that is at all possible. 
Perhaps you found a nice one in some Connecticut 
colle ction. 

This is just a quick note and I hope you can give 
me a quick answer. 

Kindest regards. 

Since re ly. 


EPN/atb 



NORMAN BRYANT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING • 105 CHURCH STREET 


Bus. Tel. STate 7-4251 


NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. Res. Tel. CHcstnut 8-2996 

Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


August 27, 1953 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your letter of August 24th which I received 
yesterday, regarding Conn, cents. 

I haven*t any photographs of 1737-32^-Z^ or 17&7-52-G. 

The reason that I have not had any pictures taken of these 
coins is that I did not feel my specimens were good enough 
and hoped to find a collector who had better specimens. 

Enclosed please find my specimens of the above mentioned 
coins, which were in the Richardson collection, and hope 
that you will have good luck in getting photographs made 
of them. If you do get good results, would you be kind 
enough to have a set made for me and I will be glad to pay 
you for same. 

On examination of my specimen of 32^»X7 with 17S£-l6^ ob¬ 
verse, I believe that it is correct that both are from the 
same die. However, with a better specimen I think that one 
could make doubly sure of it. 

I am looking forward to receiving the pictures from your 
collection and hope that the photographs will turn out well. 
I wrote to the American Numismatic Society on August 1st and 
August 9th relative to a trial plate that I had made up and 
have heard nothing from Mr. Mosser regarding same. It may 
very well be that he is on vacation and that is why I have 
had no reply nor have I received the copy that was used for 
the test plate. I was anxious to get their comments on the 
test plate before spending more money on the photographing 
end of it. I am going to write a letter to Mr. Mosser today 
and hope to get a reply before long. 

Thank you very mucy if you will kindly return the two coins 
which are enclosed after you have had them photographed. 

Kindest regards. Sincerely 

UffllO 

NB^jr Norman Bryant 






October 1, 1953 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
1 Old Orchard Road 
North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

At long la3t I am enclosing pictures of Connecticut 
cents which you asked me to have taken and hope 
that they suit you. I am also returning two coins 
which you loaned me,namely, 32(9)-X(7) and 520. 

I hope that these pictures help you on your way and 
I will be glad to give you any further help which 
you may require. 

I have bills from the American Numismatic Society 
aggregating $32.62 and I have had bills for the 
express shipments and for other photographic work 
here in connection with the Connecticut cents but, 
of course, some of the photographic work, you will 
note, covers items I wanted photographed also. I am 
going to leave it entirely up to you as to what you 
wish to pay toward these expenses and you can send 
me a check for whatever you think is fair. 

You will note on the back of most of the pictures 
which I have had taken that I have placed the Miller 
numbers directly in back of the coin in question so 
as to save you considerable time. 

My kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


EFN/atb 


NORMAN BRYANT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING • 2.05 CHURCH STREET 

Bus. Tel. STate 7-4251 NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. Res. Tel. CHestnut 8-2996 


Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


October 16, 1953 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you very much for your letter of October 1st and 
for the pictures that you have sent to me. Please 
accept my apology for the delay in answering your letter 
but I was away from October 2nd until October 13th. 

I am very anxious to be fair with you as to the amount 
of the check that I should send you for the work that you 
have had done for me. I feel at a loss as to how much I 
should make my check out for,because the $32.62 ,which is 
the bills from the American Numismatic Society, is the 
only amount that gives me a real picture as to what part 
of the bill is. Would you be kind enough to let me know 
what the express shipment charges were and what the cost 
of the additional photographic work you had done in St. 

Louis was. I do not know if you saved a set of the pictures 
for yourself from the American Numismatic Society for that 
certainly was my wish that you do have a set which I would 
pay for seeing you were nice enough to have the pictures 
taken. The American Numismatic Society charged me $13.00 
for 41 photographs for pictures of their own coin collection. 
It still seems to me that they must have made a mistake but 
that was what their bill amounted to and that is what I paid 
them. Other photographic work that I had done in Hartford 
and New Haven has cost me a lot more than that. 

I am delighted with the pictures and am awaiting work from 
Mr. Mosser as to what he thinks of the samples that I sent 
to him for comment. Mr. Mosser has been very busy and 
several months have gone by and I finally called him up 
regarding same. He informed me that they had been busy 
with their exhibit and getting straightened out after the 
repair work that had been done there and he had not time 
to devote to my letter and would do so soon. 
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I do not want to spend a lot more money on photographs until 
I hear from Mr. Mosser to see what he thinks of the ones 
that have been taken. I would like to get the pictures as 
near the same as possible and most assuredly to show the 
decorations on the coins, for this is the only way that 
collectors would be able to ascertain what die variety their 
coin is from the use of photographs. 

If you will kindly let me know what all the charges come to 
on the work you have had done in my interest, I will be very 
glad to forward you a check for same. If you have not retained 
a set of these pictures for yourself, I will send you a sheet 
of each where there is duplication. 

Thank you very much for putting the Miller Nos. on the backs 
of the pictures of each coin for that will save me considerable 
time. I had no luck at all hunting for coins in antique 
shops on my vacation that I have just taken. I am afraid 
there are too many collectors doing the same thing that I 
tried to do and one has to be lucky to hit the right place 
at the right time. 


Sincerely 



NB/er 


Norman Bryant 



October 29, 1953 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
205 Church Street 
New Haven 10, Conn. 

Dear Norman: 

Some work the A.N.S, does Is very cheap and some 
work they do, such as printing pictures, is very 
expensive. With what I spent for express and with 
®y local photographer (and as a matter of fact the 
work the A.N.S. did is also intertwined) with the 
work I am doing in writing my monograph, I don’t 
know how It is possible to proportion it. Do what¬ 
ever you want and it is all right with rae. 

Some of the photographs which I sent you are some 
coins other than Connecticut cents and if you have 
no interest in those you could cut those out and 
return them at your convenience. 

Mr. Kosser is somewhat "on the spot" to give opinions 
as to your photographs and the only question is 
whether the ornaments and lettering are readily 
identifiable. If they ere I believe it would be very 
valuable reference work even if you only publish the 
photographs with the corrections and additions of 
the mistakes in Miller. 

My very kindest personal regards to you. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


NORMAN BRYANT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING 


2.O5 CHURCH STREET 


Bus. Tel. STate 7-4251 NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. Res. Tel. CHestnut 8-2996 


Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


November 4, 1953 


Nr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you very much for your letter of October 29th, re¬ 
lative to the cost of the work that you had done for me 
on the Conn. Cents. I am enclosing my check in the amount 
of $35.00 which I hope will be satisfactory to you to. 

It is difficult when some other work was done for you and 
some for me to know how to seggregate it. 

I am going to have to write Mr. Mosser again as I still 
have not heaiB from him. In any event, I am anxious to 
get back from Mr. Mosser the photograph of the Conn. Cents 
that was printed. I am sure that I will hear from him 
before long. 

The best of luck to you on your monograph. 


Sincerely 



NB/er 

end. 


Norman Bryant 




April 6, 19 $$ 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
20 $ Church Street 
New Haven 10, Connecticut 

Dear Hr.Bryants 

I am very pleased to see that you are giving an address 
on the subject of Connecticut cents at ANS and if you 
write out that address I would appreciate a copy of it 
as I cannot attend. 

I want you to know that I have almost arrived at the con¬ 
clusion that in June, 1787, Hr# Jarvis owned over half 
of the Connecticut franchise and that he used the Connect¬ 
icut Mint for Fugio cents. I do not know where the Connect¬ 
icut cents were made after that time but assume that many 
were made in Machins Hills, particularly in 1788 and possi¬ 
bly the 1767 dies were reused in 1788 after Jarvis failed 
to live up to his Fugio contract. 

For many years I had thought the June 1, 1787 set forth 
in the report on the Connecticut Mint was a typographical 
error but I got a copy of the original from the Connecticut 
State Library and it is absolutely correct. 

Good luck and best regards. 


Sincerely, 


SPN/atb 


February 12, 1957 


Mr. iorman Bryant 
205 Church Street 
Mew Haven 10, Connecticut 

Dear r. Bryant: 

It's been a long time since I wrote you and since 
that time I have done a great deal numismatic re¬ 
search. ou nay have noticed some of the articles 
I have written. 

In writing am article at the present time it is 
necessary for me to examine a few Connecticut coins 
to determine whether they are aade with the same die 
ill Vermont coins. Would you, therefore 
be kind enough to look in your collection and see 
whether you have Miller 1786 reverse C, 0(2), P and S 
I presume you will probaoly have these in your 1786 
group and would very much appreciate it if you could 
send them to me for examination and I will return 
them immediately. 

y very kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely y >urs. 


! ; IC i . liliHA.i 


Ei ; N: atb 


NORMAN BRYANT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING * 2.05 CHURCH STREET 


Bus. Tel. STate 7-4251 NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. Res. Tel. CHestnut 8-2996 

Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


March 1, 1957 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your letters of February 12th and February 
13th relative to Conn. Cents. As I have been in Florida 
for a short vacation, I have not had the opportunity to 
get at the coins that you had in mind until now. 

From your letter of February 12th, I do not have reverse 
"C" of 1736, but I do have reverse Tt 0 2ft ; n P" and "S" reverses. 

From your letter of February 13th, I do not own obverse 7 2 
of 1735, nor do I have obverse 5^-3 and obverse 5 12 of 1736. 

Again I do not have reverse "C TT of 1736. 

I am mailing to you by registered mail the following coins; 

1736 - 4 2 - R - my no. 357 
1736 - hi - R - " ”356 

1736 - 4? - S - " " 2069 

1736 - 5* - H 1 - " " 359 

1736 - 5? - M - " " 376 

1736 - y - 0 - rt " 330 

1736 - 5 10 -P- " " 2073 

The reason I have sent duplications in some cases is that 
each specimen is slightly different as to what shows over the 
other coin, and it might help you in your work. 

Quite sometime ago when you were in New Haven, you showed me 
some punches that you owned that were used for some of the 
decorations of the Conn. Cents. You have had a photograph made 
of the punches which were all in a group. At a later time I 
inquired from you as to whether you would be kind enough to have 
a duplicate picture made up for me which I would be very glad to 
pay for, but I did not hear anything in reply as to whether I could 
have this privilege or not. I am very much interested in these 
punches and I think it would add to the interest of my collection 
to have this picture. Will you be kind enough to let me have a 
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duplicate picture for my collection. 

Unfortunately, my collection seems to be at a stand still and 
I have not had the opportunity to spend very much time with it 
When you are through examining the coins that are sent under 
separate cover I would appreciate you mailing them back to me 
registered mail with return receipt requested, in like manner. 

The best of good luck to you in your work and I hope that the 
use of these coins will be of some help to you. 


Sincerely 

Wuu 

Norman Bryant 

NB/er 



March 7,1957 


Mr# Honan Bryant 
20 5 Church Street 
Pew laven 10,Connecticut 

Deal' Mr# Bryant: 

I sincerely appreciate your cooperation with respect to 
sending ne the Connecticut coin for study and I an return¬ 
ing, under separate cover, those which you forwarded to 
rhlob are listed in your letter of March 1st# By 
virtue of the use of your coins I have determined that 
practically all of the 1786 coins were made with the same 
head punch and the same reverse punch as were used on the 
1786 Vermont bust facing left type. I do not know how it 
happened that I slipped up in not sending you a picture of 
the tranches which I have and I an enclosing the same here¬ 
with. If you have any difficulty in identifying these 
punches wit the various Connecticut pieces, please let me 
know# 

One of the greatest services you could perforin and which I 
know you have had in mind for years is to prepare pictures 

■ tents# 

involve using the best specimen obtainable in various col¬ 
lections in the country to which you could obtain access. 

I frankly feel that Yale university ought to be interested 
in this project. The photographic expense could be kept 
to a minimum as I now have my own photographic setup# 

Do you happen to know whether Yale University has the 1786 
Connecticut cent, Miller lj(l)-C or 5(13;-I, or h(l5)-S? 

Is there someone at the University who could give me any 
information on what they have? 

Kindest regards, and best wishes# 

Sincerely yours. 


- 


EPN/atb 



February 12, 1959 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
205 Church Street 
New Haven 10, Connecticut 

Dear Norman: 

With an initial lead from Cyril Hawley, I have uncovered 
some very important data in connection with the operation 
of the Connecticut Mint. Since this is so near to your 
heart I wanted to give you some of the information prior to 
my writing it up. 

I am enclosing a summary of the mint records of the Treas¬ 
ury Department which is the foundation of a number of new 
conclusions which can be reached. I do, however, have some 
questions which you may be able to answer from information 
which you may have obtained since your April, 19U6 article 
on the New Haven Mint. Have you ever found anything out 
about the Westville Mint, whether it was used for Fugio 
coinage only, who owned the property, why it was put in a 
separate location from the Morris Cove Mint, or any other 
information about it? Do you know where Jeremiah Platt 
lived, as you will see in Crosby that Mr. Meigs says that he 
lived between Mr.Broome’s house and Mr.Platt’s house, and 
for that reason was familiar with the mint. Perhaps you 
could give me a little sketch as to this situation. 

Perhaps you have some additional notes which might be clari¬ 
fied by the enclosed schedule.The problems are most intriguing. 

Incidentally, if you could find for me a copy of volume I 
of the New Haven Colony Historical Papers which were published 
about 1865 and contained the article on Connecticut currency 
and coppers, I would very much like to add it to my library. 

I look forward, very much, to hearing from you. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


NORMAN BRYANT 
1 OLD ORCHARD ROAD 
NORTH HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 
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March 6, 19f>9 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
1 Old Orchard Road 
North Haven, Connecticut 


Lear Norman: 


I very much appreciated your nice letter. You almost read my mind 
in your statements. I believe as you do, that Morris Cove and 
Westville are just ridiculous inaccuracies of Bushnell. I am out 
to find the real truth as to where the Fugios were made as well 
as the Connecticut coinage. '*v 


First, I call to your attention that the table I sent you was made 
up by me from the Treasurer's records. ^any conclusions can be 
drawn from it. I have obtained a copy of the New Haven Colony 
Society papers with the article on money. 1 would very much appre¬ 
ciate it if you would locate a map of New Haven which has the old 
lighthouse referred to in Bushnell's notes as well as Morris Cove 
and perhaps even Vestville. It would also be very important to 
find out where Mr.Platt's house was located. Even though he was 
the brother-in-law of Samuel Broome and was his business partner he 
might have lived at another location. It also would be interesting 
to find out where the Meigs family lived as, apparently, in 1789 
they moved to Bermuda. I think it would be wonderful If you have 
a chance to go into the Yale Library to dig out this information. 


I have already obtained the mdcrofllra of a Connecticut newspaper 
or two covering the period in the hopes there will be an article 
on the coinage in the newspaper. 


You stated about the Bronson article that it disagrees with me. 

The correct number of coppers weighing lUii grains each is 18 to the 
shilling. The advertisement which Bronson refers to in June,1786 
is obviously all wrong. I think the New Haven Colony Historical 
Society would also be of help if you called them up and asked them 
to see if they could find out the location of the Meigs house and 
the other geographical items mentioned. I already have a letter 
from them that they have no information about the mint - only 
information about the property Sfimuel Broome bought. This is a 
fantastic subject and I look forward to your help. 


Most cordial regards. 


EPN/atb 


March 30, 1959 


Mr.Uornan Bryant 
1 Old Orchard Road 
North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Norman: 

Isn’t it possible for you to find out where Mr.Broome and Mr. 
Platt lived and where the Meigs family lived? This would be 
most helpful to me as I am now well on the road to solving 
some of the curiosities of Connecticut coinage. 

The Fugio coinage was apparently made in New York and not in 
Connecticut at all. Mr. Jarvis ■Aid rraf. aemilrsi am int.aregt 



in the Connecticut Mint 


B y .04> x aa--~aLiui-^jBjttu woulcL-Pr oha hly ha vo--had- nathin-g^e do wi th 
tho-Cormootieut ooiaaga p^io-r to that-tiaa. The fact that the 
Fugio dies were found in the Broome and Platt store arises 
merely from the fact that Jarvis was their son-in-law and Jarvis’ 
wife died in December, 1788. Where the Connecticut Mint wa 3 , 
in New Haven, is complex. Is there a bluff behind Water Street, 
in New Haven, as described in Bushnell’s notes? 

I have solved the mysteries of Bronson’s statement about 20 
shillings to the pound. Bronson merely quoted an advertisement 
which indicated that full value would be given to Connecticut 
coppers and the word "pound" was not "weight" but the equiva¬ 
lent of 20 shillings (similar to 100 cents on the dollar). 

I am now beginning to wonder whether "copper store" as written 
on one of the buildings in the Broome setup and "oounting house" 
on the other, might have had no connection with the mint what¬ 
soever, and that the "copper store" was to sell copper utensils, 
etc. and that the "counting house" was merely the bookkeeping 
department. 

Would you also tell me where in the world Westville is or was 
as I now have acquired a modern city map of New Haven and would 
like to locate it. 

I will be most grateful for your cooperation as I have really 
accumulated much new information on the matter. 

I believe the historical society is trying to find the location 
of these houses and I would appreciate it if you would ask them 
what progress they have made. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


NORMAN BRYANT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING • 2. O 5 CHURCH STREET 

Bus. Tel. STatc 7-4251 NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. Res. Tcl.CHestnut 8-2996 


Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


April 6, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Assistant Vice-President & Sec T y. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your letter of the 30th of March relative to where Samuel 
Broome, Jeremiah Platt and the Meigs family lived, as well as the question 
as to the location of the New Haven Mint. I am satisfied that I have the 
correct location of the home of Mr. Samuel Broome, which I described in 
my article on the New Haven Mint in the April 1946 issue in the Numismatic 
Review. I believe that the best way to prove the location of the house 
that belonged to Mr. Samuel Broome is if I can obtain photostatic copies 
of the deed to the property. 

After one looks at the picture of the house that Samuel Broome lived in, 
which is shown as Plate X in the same magazine, you will note that the 
house looks slightly up on a bluff or raised land. As you will see, there 
are steps going from the sidewalk to the dwelling. I will admit it is not 
much of a bluff, but it is, in like manner, not level land. It is a little 
disconcerting from the picture to know how far back from the fence the 
house is located because of the angle of the picture, and/¥S a Known as the 
’’B 1 * copper store, is to the West of ’’A” which is the house. As I under¬ 
stand it there was a tunnel under Water Street that went from "A” over to 
f, F” which was the dock as shown in the map on plate IX. It seems unlikely 
to me that there would be at "E" the store as well as one at "B". 

Measuring the distance from a City map from the Lighthouse, which is on the 
e/s of the harbor, up to Water Street, it measures roughly 20,000 feet, which 
would not agree with Mr. Crosby*s statement that Mr. Kingsbury said that the 
Mint was two miles up from the Lighthouse. However, in the same breadth 
Mr. Crosby says that it was directly North going up the harbor and the Mint 
was located under a Southernly bluff. This makes sense because the Mint 
building would have faced the harbor which would be facing South and he 
mentioned that the building was to the West and the house Mr. Broome lived 
at which would be accurrate according to the map of the property that 
belonged later to Capt. Daniel Greene. Capt. Greene bought the house from 
Mr. Samuel Broome. 

As to the location of Mr. Platt T s house and Mr. Meigs house, I think 
there is a greater problem. I can*t figure out from this map as to where 
either of these gentlemen lived. 
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It would seem odd to me that Broome and Platt had nothing to do with 
the Conn, coinage prior to June 1787 when Mr. Broome lived next door 
to what I believe is the Mint building. What the date was that Capt. 

Daniel Greene actually bought the property from Samuel Broome is a question. 

We do know that Samuel Broome bought the residence and property from Ralph 
Isaacs in 1784. The map to Capt. Daniel Greene»s property is dated 1815. 
Whether the date of purchase of the property was in 1815, is the question 
that I am not sure of. It might well have been that he purchased the 
property and had a map of his property made up when he bought it. 

I have not had an opportunity to check with the New Haven Historical 
Society as to the location of these houses, but will do so and advise you. 

I believe it is best to go to the Yale Library and see what information they 
have relative to the location of the homes of Broome, Platt and Meigs. The 
Amos Doolittle map of 1824 does not show any additional houses between Franklin 
Street and Townsend Street, (now called Hamilton Street). 



You have asked for the location of Westville on the City map of New Haven. 
Westville is located between Orange, Woodbridge, Hamden and New Haven. As 
soon as I can get a map and mark it in for you, I will forward one to you. 

The place that I investigated a long time ago was off Valley Street, near 
the base of West Rock Park back of a factory that manufactures toys known 
as Petri-Lewis, Manufacturing Co., Inc. This used to be an old paper mill 
and the foundation of same is all that is left of it. I have been unable 
to prove or disapprove that there was ever any Mint in Westville. The late 
Mr. Arnold Dana was my informant of the Broome house. I think I may be 
able to get the privilege of seeing pictures of that part of New Haven in the 
early days. By chance this may be able to prove or disapprove of additional 
houses being on the property between Franklin Street and Townsend Street. 


It is going to take time to dig these facts out and I will do so as quickly 
as possible and forward any information that I get on this to you. 


In the interim I wanted to acknowledge your letter and let you know that I 
have not gone to sleep on it. 


To my knowledge Mr. Jarvis manufactured Fugio Cents at the same location 
when the Conn. Cents were no longer manufactured. I have always understood 
that Conn. Cents dated in 1788 were made actually in New York and the blanks 
were sent down there to be struck. 


Kindest regards. 

N B/er Sincerely 

IkJW 


Norman Bryant 



April 8, 1959 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
20S> Church Street 
New Haven 10, Connecticut 

Dear Norman: 

Thank you, very much, for your letter of April 6, 1959. 

I am pleased to tell you that I have located the house 
of Professor Josiah Meigs, the father of Henry Meigs, 
but you must tell me where it really is. It is described 
in a footnote to the February h f 1782 entry in the Liter¬ 
ary Diary of Ezra Stiles, President of Yale, as the 
Sherman house on the south side of Chapel Street opposite 
the east end of Vanderbilt Hall. I am sure you either 
know or can find on Doolittle’s nap, or elsewhere, the 
cross street nearest Vanderbilt Hall. The only thing 
left is to find out where Mr. Jeremiah Platt lived and 
it looks as though he lived some blocks away from Water 
Street up into town. 

I now have a better basis for understanding why the sug¬ 
gestion of the Westville mint site was made. Abel Buell’s 
Cotton Manufactury was erected in Westville in 1795 and 
the coining press which was seen in a building in Westville 
could have been moved there for storage by Buel long after 
coining had ceased. Josiah Meigs and Ezra Stiles went 
out to see this factory on April l£, 1795 (see the diary) 
and it was two miles from town. This may be the same 
building the foundation of which you saw on Valley Street 
and the West River in Westville or it may not. See if 
you can locate the cotton manufactury. 

The Doolittle map may be able to clear up a lot of this 
and I would appreciate it if you could check it at your 
earliest convenience. 

Please let me know the street boundaries of what was 
Westville as I have a large modern map of New Haven. 

Keep going strong. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


April 20, 1959 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
205 Church Street 
New Haven, Conn. 

Dear Norman: 

Thank you very much for the New Haven map. 

There are only a couple of open items which I need 
from you. 

1. On what streets, exactly, was Vanderbilt Hall, 
in 1782? I understand there is a Vanderbilt 
Hall in Yale now. Perhaps the Meigs' moved 
from the location opposite Vanderbilt Hall 

to another location by 1788. 

2. Where did Jeremiah Platt live? He must hasre 
lived east of Mr.Broome's house. 

'3. In 1786 were there any other factories in 
Westville or is the Buel factory of 1795 the 
only one in which a coining press could be 
found? 

Professor Osterweiss, who wrote "The History of New 
Haven"should still be at Yale and you might be able 
to call him up and have him refer you to the proper 
sources . 

I want you to know that I agree with you that the 
location of the mint is as you indicate, that the words 
"copper store" is the convenient way of saying "coppers 
store" and that there was no ofeher mint. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


tr-* 


NORMAN BRYANT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING • XC>5 CHURCH STREET 


Telephone STate 7-4251 


NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. Telephone LOcust 2-6700 

Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


April 29, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Ass f t. Vice-Pres.& Sec T y. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your letter of the 20th of April relative to the location 
of the New Haven Mint. 


fps- l \ 

, W 1 


In answer to your first question there was no Vanderbilt Hall in 1782. 

In 1893 Vanderbilt Hall was built which is behind what is known as 
Connecticut Hall and is of similar design and size. There is no street 
by Vanderbilt Hall as it is on the Yale Campus. It does not set very 
far back from Chapel Street and is almost opposite where Roger Sherman 
lived in New Haven. There is a plaque on the Union League Club on Chapel 
Street that shows where Roger Sherman^ house set. I believe Mr. Meigs 
may have lived close to Mr. Sherman T s house. 


In answer to your second question I do have some good information. I 
went over to the New Haven Colony Historical Society and went through 
the late Mr. Arnold Dana T s work to do with the industry as well as people 
who lived on Water Street around the time we are interested in. On the 
Amos Doolittle*s map, you will see there is a building on the northeast 
corner of what is known as Hamilton Street today and Water Street. 

Jeremiah Platt lived in that house. In other words it was directly across 
the street from the property of Samuel Broome. That house later was owned 
by Mr. William H. Russell, M. D. and was known as William H. Russell Boys 
Boarding School and later was owned by Chauncey Jerome who became the 
president of the New Haven Clock Company. I am trying to get a photostat 
made of that part of the Doolittle map that shows the Jeremiah Platt T s 
home. 


Under separate cover I am lending to you a photostatic copy of the deed 
that mentions that Jeremiah Platt lived in this particular house and that 
he was selling the property to Daniel Greene. This was on the first day of 
January, 1802. 

I thought you might also be interested in seeing photostats of the sale 
of Ralph Isaacs T property, who built his home in 1771 and sold it and other 
buildings on the property on the 21st of July, 1784 to Mr. Samuel Broome. 
These will also be in the mailing tube with the other deed. A fourth 
photostatic copy has to do with an additional transaction by Ralph Isaacs 
to Samuel Broome. This document is dated the second day of September 1784. 







It further has to do with the property in front of the house where the wharf 
was and the store on the wharf. 

The fifth and last document is a transfer of the property from Samuel Broome 
on January 12, 1801 to Capt. Daniel Greene. 

There does not seem to be any land record of the sale of Capt. Daniel Greene’s 
property to Isaac Tomlinson about 1816. 

According to Mr. Arnold Dana’s information, the land on which the house was 
built was purchased in 1768-69 and the house and wharf were built on or about 1770. 

One interesting fact is that what is known as Franklin Street today, which runs 
parallel to Hamilton Street to Water Street, was not in existence in 1824, the 
date of the Doolittle map. Therefore, when Ralph Isaac bought the property & 
later sold it to Samuel Broome, the western boundary was owned by a man by the 
name of Moses Wells. Quite when Franklin Street was broken through to Water 
Street, I do not know, but Moses Wells must have lost part of his land when the 
street went through. 

I am trying to get some photostats made in the correct sequence ’of the type¬ 
written information taken actual New Haven land records that Mr. Dana had 
done. 

Mr. Dana also had a very interesting map of the Samuel Broome house when 
it was owned by a later owner by the name of James Brewster which showed 
the property at about 1832. The map is very faint and I do not know whether 
or not I could get a good copy of it. It isn’t a vital map but an interesting 
one. 

I have not had the chance or time to find out for you the answer to your third 
question as to what factories were in Westville in 1788. 

Professor Osterweiss, who wrote a book titled ’’The History of New Haven” is 
known by me. I doubt if I will learn anything from him regarding the questions 
that you have raised in your letter, but it is worth a try. 

I am glad that you agree with me as to the location of the Mint. There is 
certainly nothing that I have seen that would indicate that it was at any 
other location and proof that it was there. 

It has taken me a long time to get this information for you. I will appreciate 
the return of the photostats when you are through with them. It may be of some 
value in the article that you are writing. 

There do not seem to be any good pictures of that part of Water Street, where the 
Mint stood. Last night I talked with a young man whose grandfather may have 
come early pictures of New Haven, and by chance may take in that location. 

I shall also go down to the New Haven Clock Co. and see if the president has any 
early pictures of the Chauncey Jerome’s house which was formerly the house that 
belonged to Jeremiah Platt. 




Sincerely 


Norm 



<=>Kp. 






May 1, 1959 


Hr.Norman Bryant 
20|? Church Street 
New Haven 10, Conn. 

Dear Normani 

Your letter and the tube of photostats arrived today 
and I am very grateful for the oppor tunity of study¬ 
ing them. 

It is definite that Meigs actually lived in the Sherman 
house after his marriage in 1781. However, it is en¬ 
tirely possible that he moved after he ceased being a 
tutor at Yale and became the city clerk of New Haven, 
in 178U. There would be no need for him to be next 
to the Yale Campus. 

I am looking forward to the receipt of the photostat 
of the Amos Doolittle map involving this area. I 
think you have made wonderful progress. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


BPN/atb 


NORMAN BRYANT 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING • XC>5 CHURCH STREET 


Telephone STate 7-4251 


NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. Telephone LOcust 2-6700 

Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


May 7, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Ass’t. Vice Pres. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Enclosed you will find photostatic copies taken from the late 
Arnold Dana’s scrap book, that the New Haven Colony Historical Society 
owns today. Please read carefully the numbers up in the right hand 
corners of each sheet because these are taken from the page number in 
the scrap book. You will notice that there is some duplication when the 
photostats were made and when reading it you will see what I mean. 

I believe the photostats will help in determining the ownership of the 
property belonging to Gad Wells; Ralph Isaacs and Jeremiah Platt. On 
the sheet that is marked no. 27, you will notice an arrow pointing to the Mint 
Building, and the house that the Superintendent of the Mint lived in, while 
on page 61, which was East of Samuel Broome’s property, you will find the 
house belonging to Jeremiah Platt. That house is the one that later became 
a Boys’ School. 

I think that the photostat from page 48 of the book, is interesting because 
it shows a good outline of the home of Samuel Broome, and also shows two 
additional buildings wheins were not on the earlier Amos Doolittle map. 

This map shown on sheet 48 was made, evidently, during the time when James 
Brewster was the owner in the year 1832. 

It may be necessary to have me spend some time going over the New Haven 
Land records and refer to some of the actual volume and pages from the 
information that is shown on these various sheets. 

I hope this information will be of assistance to you in your work and 
will appreciate it if you will kindly mail them back to me when you are 
through with them. 

The only picture I do not have yet is a photograph of the buildings along 
the waters edge which might be of interest to you. The curator, Mr. Thomas 
of the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is getting a photographer to 
do this job for me. 




I will be very interested to hear your comments after seeing the photostats 
of the land deeds and now the photostats that Mr. Dana made regarding the 
changing of ownership of property. 

Best of luck to you. 

NB/er 

end. Sincerely 

MW 

Norm 


P. S. I will be very glad to pay the postage back, not only in the 
original photostats I sent to you, but on these also when you 
return them to me. 



May 11, 1959 



Mr. Norman Bryant 
205 Church Street 
New Haven 10, Conn. 

Dear Norman: 

All of your interesting material is at hand and I have studied 
it sufficiently to realize its confirmation of your data. 

Several things stand out, namely: 

1. That the counting house was built by Ralph Isaacs and, 
therefore, must have been an "accounting house". 

2. Josiah Meigs lived at the house of Roger Sherman, on 
Chapel Street, in 1781, but I find that in 1781 he 
ceased being a tutor at Yale University and became the 
City Clerk at New Haven* Under these circumstances he 
must have moved to another home east of the Broome and 
Platt Houses* 

3* I do not understand whether the words the mint" on Mr. 

Dana's notes was contained on the Doolittle map, or 
whether Mr* Dana added it. I therefore would like for 
you to order for me a photostat of the portion of the 
Doolittle map including Worohester Street and the harbor 
from Franklin Street to Wallace Street. This should be 
enlarged if you think it desirable. I feel it is import¬ 
ant to publish the drawing of the mint building which is, 
apparently, the only picture of it. 

I have some other new theories which I am developing, namely, 
that William Buel, in 1769, was probably counterstamping Nova 
Constellatio coppers with Connecticut dies. Apparently Novas 
were circulating for less value in New York than the value 
Connecticut coppers were circulating for in Connecticut. Thus, 
he bought the Novas and counterstamped them and that is why 
there are so many Connectieuts of 1788 which are so counterstamped. 
There would have been no reason to counterstamp them unless it 
was a money-making venture. 


May 11, 1959 
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Mr, Morgan Bryant 


I still am not sure what Eli Leavenworth had coined in. New York 
but I now have found that Eli Leavenworth went broke in 1788 
and the legislature absolved him of his debts. Ky guess is 
that he had made the 1788 Miller 2-B, the combination of the 
D reverse with George III lex and with the other dies. Apparently 
this work was done at Machin’s tills. 

If you have any difficulty obtaining the photo or photostat 
of the Doolittle map the State Library, at Hartford, would be 
glad to do it for me if they have a copy, which I presume they 
do. lease send, me the bill, unless you want the State Library 
to handle it, in which case I will gladly write them direct. 

I am looking forward to receiving the photograph of the build¬ 
ings along the water’s edge which you ere obtaining through 
Mr. Thomas. 

Again, many thanks, and I will send you a draft of- my work to 
review long before publication. I will also return the items 
sent me, in due course. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


BPN/atb 


May 18, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Assistant Vice-President 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 “'ashington Avenue 

St. Louis, 2 

Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your letter of the 11th of May. I am interested in 
the facts you have uncovered regarding Mr. Meigs as well as the mint. 

In view of your interest in the location of the mint as well as 
where Mr. Meigs lived, I have purchased for you a reprint of the 
Amos Doolittle Map of 1824 ,for on this you will get a better picture 
of the location of the mint and house Roger Sherman lived in on 
Chapel Street. The map, which is in four sections, is being mailed 
to you by the Munson Gallery on Orange Street, New Haven. I knew that 
Larry Munson would hnow how to pack it so it should not be ruined in 
the mail. Therefore, when you receive it, please understand that it is 
at my request that they mail it. 

The New Haven Colony Historical Society have the original copper plates 
of this map. A number of years ago, they had the plates refurbished and 
struck off 100 copies of the original map. I have one in my home and 
Larry Munson framed it for me. It's a fussy job and he did a fine one for 
me. You have the next to the last one from the 100 that were struck off. 

The one I am having sent to you is sent with my compliments. You have 
shown so much interest in the mint and the Connecticut coinage that I 
am giving you this map. 

The map may or may not need to be photostated for your:needs. Therefore, 

I will leave it to your judgment as to whether you wish part of the map 
blown up or not. You can undoubtedly have that type work done out there. 

I am sure that you will realize that the late Arnold Dana put the word 
MINT on the map when it was photostated. It is not on the original. 

If you are interested in having the map framed, there is some advice 
that was in Arnold Dana's notes as to how to have it done. I shall now 
quote: "It is suggested that the following proceedure be observed in 
mounting these sheets- Use only the very best quality of glue to prevent 
"fixing" by the glue staining the paper. For mounting use either (a) 
best grade of all rag cardboard or (b) cotton cloth. These sheets should 
be trimmed straight on the inside edges and the joints butted not over¬ 
lapped. The work should be done by a competent map mounter or picture framer." 

In your letter you spelled Wooster Street as Worchester Street. The former 
spelling is correct. 

I have returned to the New Haven Hall of Records to dig out more from 
the Land records plus returning to the New Haven Colony Historical Society 
to review Mr. Dana's records on his scrap books. 
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In Mr. Daha’s scrap book, called New Haven Old & New, thdre is 
a pamphlet with no title page but on the second page at the top 
it says "Yale College" and on the following page at the top it 
says "Biographical Sketches 1778." This is all to do with Josiah 
Meigs. 


Therefore, I shall quote from this biographical sketch. "Married 
on Jan. 21, 1782, to Clara (or Clarissa), third daughter of Colonel 
John Benjamin, of Stratford, Connecticut, and a sister of De Lucena 

Benjamin (Yale 1788). 

"In April, 1783 he -was admitted to the bar in New Haven, and m 
February, 1784, on the establishment of a city government here, he. 
was chosen city government here, he-was chosen city-clerk. He . carried 
on the business of this office in connection with the tutorship until 
the ensuing vacation, when (on May 6) he retired from his college 
duties." 


" A& the same time, he established, in partnership with Daniel Bowen 
and Elentheros Dana, a printing and publishing office, from -which the 
first number of a weekly newspaper, called The New Haven Gazette was 
issued on May 13. His partners withdrew from'the enterprise in 1786-8 7 } 
but Mr. Meigs continued to conduct the paper (which became The New 
Haven Gazette and the Connecticut Marine in February, 1786 until 
January 1, 1789 when it ceased publication. The paper was creditable 
to its editor. In the most important crisis of that day, it favored 
the adoption of the Federal Constitution. The most important literacy 
contribution contained in it was The Anarchiad, a New England poem, 
by David Humphreys, Joel Barlow, John Trumbull, and Lemeul Hopkins 
which appeared in twelve numbers in 1786-87." 

"In the meantime Mr. Meigs was also pursing additional studies in 
natural philosophy and astronomy, and his reputation was such that 
he was employed by the College Corporation in 1787 as a lecturer 
in those subjects, his business, however, was interfered with, so that 
he resigned the duty after six months." 

"In December, 1789, he removed to St. George*s in the Bermuda Islands, 
on the promise of legal business from American clients, and there he 
remained until May, 1794, when some unpleasant experiences in connection 
with his services in the protection of American seamen who had been 
captured by British privateers, forced him to return to his native 
country." 

"He spent four or five months in New York City and in Stratford, 
and on October 8, he received an appointment as Professor of Mathematics# 
and Natural Philosophy at Yale. The appointment was for one year, with 
the expectation that it would be renewed yearly during good behavior. 

He accepted the offer five weeks later, and was formally inducted on 
December 4." 

"President Stiles, through whose personal friendliness this step had 
been accomplished, died suddenly five months later, and very soon after 
that event it began to be publicglj: known that Professor Meigs was not 
in sympathy with the Federalist party, of which Dr. Dwight, the new 
President, was so distinguished a light." 
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"Although no one doubted his enthusiasm as a teacher, his indescreet 
expressions of approval of the French Revolution, and his disapproval 
of the measures of the administration, caused so much friction, that|$ in 
November 1800, through the support of the Hon. Abraham Baldwin (Yale 1772), 
the President of the Board of Trustees, he was elected the first 
Professor in the new University of Georgia, located at Athens in 
Clarke County." 

"He immediately (in December 1800) resigned his professorship at Yale 
and went in February 1801, $o Athens, where he was unamiously elected 
President on June 16, with a salary of $1500. " 

Note: Comments from here on in are taking meat out of article and not verbatim. 

Mr. Meigs resigned as President in Aug. 1810. In October 1812, appointed 
by President Jefferson as Surveyor-General of the United States. Fixed his 
residence in Cincinnati, Ohio. In October 1814, he exchanged his appointment 
for that of Commissioner of the General Land Office of the 

United States.in Washington, which he retained until his death. Died 
in Washington' Sept. 4, 1822. References used by Mr. Dana - V/.M.Meigs - 
Life of Josiah Meigs - Orcutt - History of Stratford ii, 1146. President 
Stiles Literary Digest ii, iii passum. 

Now digging into land records I learned the Follovdng: Vol.43 - Page 242 
"To all People to whom these Presents shall come. 

Know ye, That I Zachariah Thompson of the Town of Bethlehem in the County 
of Litchfield, for the Consideration of Twenty Four pounds five shillings 
lawful money received to my full satisfaction of Mr. Josiah Meigs of New 
Haven in said New Haven County Do Give Grant Bargain Sell & Confirm unto 
the said Meigs and unto his heirs and assigns forever Two pieces of land 
in the Clubb so called which contains two acres and a half of land the other 
piece is in the lower Westfield lot so called which land was conveyed unto 
me by Hez h Beecher in a deed March 31, 1787 which land is fully described 
in the said Beecher's Deed and also in a deed of partition between said 
Hez^ Beecher which is recorded in the words of the Court of Probate in 
the district of New Haven." 


Dated June 25, 1788 

Zachar* 1 Thompson 

Note: I did not take down all the normal data of a regular deed. Only the 
meat. 

house 

Josiah Meigs may have lived in Roger Sherman/while employed by Yale 
and after that until he bought the above described premises. The above 
premises were on the east side of College Street between George & Chapel Sts. 
He did not own this property for long as you will now see. 

Vol. 43 - 446 New Haven Land Records. 

"To all People to whom these Presents shall come. 

Know Ye, That I Josiah Meigs of New Haven in the County of New Haven in 
the State of Connecticut 

For the consideration of the sum of fifteen pounds ten shillings lawful 
money received to my satisfacyion of James Dana of said New Haven 
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"Do Give, Grant, Bargain, Sell and Confirm unto the said James Dana 
& to his heirs or assigns Two certain tracts or parcels of land & being & lying 
in said New Haven described as follows (viz) Four acres being in a field called 
Westfield bounded Easterly on New Haven West river Northerly on Samuel Beechers 
Land Southerly on land formerly Thomas Hotts & 'Westerly on ye highway by 
Josiah Thompson land & is the same land formerly sold by Samuel Ford to 
Nathaniel Beecher the other parcel containing two acres and a half is the 
South half of the five acres at the Clubb so called." 

Dated Oct. 21, 1789 


Josiah Meigs 


The dates when he sold this property and refcved to Bermuda make good sense. 

He sold his property Oct. 21, 1789 and moved to Bermuda in December of the 
same year. Where he lived when he returned to Yale, I don’t know. 

Exactly where the Clubb and upper and lower Westfield were located I don’t 
know yet. However, Arnold Dana does state that Mr. Meigs lived on East side 
of College Street. How he got this fact I don’t know yet. The only possibility 
I have is that there is a Dr. Meigs, who lives in Hamden, Conn., that I 
have talked with,who is a descendent of Josiah Meigs, I hope to learn 
something from.^He has stuff in his home but will have to dig it out. 

Will let you know if anything comes of it. 

Now, going back to Doolittle Map of 1824. From this map it is obvious 
that Franklin Street had not been broken through to Water Street but was 
a project to be done. The Buckingham map of New Haven of 1830 still has 
the road as a project to be done. By 1847 the road was thru from Wooster St. 
to ^ater Street. Now, it makes sense for when the mint was in operation 
Franklin Street did not exist between Wooster St. & ^ater St. Therefore, 

Gad Well’s property touched property ofSamuel Broome's. M r . Wells lost 
out or one of his rielatives that followed because part of that land became 
Franklin Street. 

Going back to Josiah Meigs, he was the youngest of thirteen children of 
Return Meigs, a hatter of Middletown, Connecticut and grandson of Janna and 
Hannah (Willard) Meigs of East Guilford, now Madison, Connecticut, was born 
on August 21, 1757. • He was elected 

in the college in Jan 1781, while teaching in Claverack, New York, and on 
February 21, he entered that office.(Note: this note should go before second 
paragrapgh on Page 2 of this letter.). 


I hope that you will not mark up the Doolittle Map that I am sending to 
you. 

Evidently Josiah Meigs was City Clerk from 1784 to 1790. He wss suceeded 
by Simeon Baldwin im 1790. I checked this at Hall of Records in New Hatfen. 

I agree with you about "counting house" of Ralph Isaacs is the sa$e as 
accounting house. 

Good luck. Hope I have helped you. 


Sincerely 
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P.S. Going back to Doolittle Map of 1824 that is being sent to 
MM you, the mint is located on Water Street between Townsend 
Street ( now Hamilton Street) and street that says Long 
at top of this section of Map. The mint stood to left of 
house that stands back further from Water Street and to 
the west of it next to road. Jeremiah Platt's house stands 
to the east of Townsend Street at corner of Water & Townsend 
Sts. The wharf is the protrusion sticking out into harbor 
almost opposite house superintendent of mint lived in. 

PPS. The house that Roger Sherman lived in is shown on Chapel 
Street between High Street and College Street. It is on 
the South Side of the street and the second house from 
corner of High & Chapel Sts. The house has two chimneys 
as seen by the drawing, and is next to street. Note: You 
might be interested to know my Mother had a mantle piece 
in our reception room in Ansonia, Conn., that came from 
Riger Sherman's house. Aftef.Mother & Father died we sold 
the family homestead and sold mantle to a antique dealer. 


May 28, 1959 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
205 Church Street 
New Haven 10, Conn. 

Dear Norman* 

You were most thoughtful to send me the exciting re¬ 
print of the map of New Haven. It came in perfect 
condition and I plan to use a section from it whenever 
the Connecticut material is published. It certainly 
makes it clear that there are almost no houses to 
the east of the mint where Young Meigs could have 
lived but he might have lived in the building housing 
the Connecticut Gazette which, from other information 
you have sent me, seems to have been his father’s 
activity at the time. It would be interesting to 
learn where that publication was printed in New Haven. 

I will return all of your documents, in due course, 
but merely wish to express my delight in the Doolittle 
map . 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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June 8, 1959 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
205> Church Street 
New Haven 10, Connecticut 

Dear Norman* 

Fgr your kindness to me I am sending you a 
book which I hope you do not have, namely, 
"The First 100 Tears of theCornecticut 
Courant" . 

I am also returning the photostats and photo 
copies of the material which you previously 
forwarded to me and which you asked to be 
returned. I am very grateful for the oppor 
tunity to examine them. 

My work on the Connecticut mint continues 
unabated and, in due course, I will send 
you a rough draft for your thoughts. 


Cordially yours, 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


NORMAN B RYA N T 


Insurance 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING 


ZO 5 CHURCH STREET 


Telephone STate 7-4251 NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. Telephone LOcust 2-6700 


Representing 

THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, HARTFORD, CONN. 


17 - June - 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Asst. Vice-President 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis, 2 

Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your nice letter of the 8th and for returning ray 
photostats. I am delighted with the book, "The First 100 years 
of the Connecticut Courant." I did not own it and shall now enjoy 
reading it. 

I shall be very interested to see a rough draft of your work. 

When it is published, I would like very much to buy a copy of it. 
Some day I hope to have time to relax and work on my collection. 

Thanks a million. 


Sincerely 



Norman Bryant. 





July 6, 1959 


Mr. Norman Bryant 
205 Church Street 
Hew Haven 10, Conn. 

Dear Norman» 

Just got a new idea on the imaginary Westville Mint. 

Abel Buell owned a house on Chapel Street opposite 
the Green next to Ebenezer Chittenden, etc. (See New Haven 
Colony Historical Society Records Vol. 1, p.180-1, re¬ 
ferring to Land Records Vol. 1*1, p. 160) . He mort¬ 
gaged it to James Jarvis in 1789 (Land Records Vol. 1*3, 
p. 31*9). Buell had a shop behind his house. I imagine 
that the Connecticut mint machinery was taken to Buell’s 
house after the mint closed and then later moved to the 
cotton manufactury at Westville. In this way machinery 
could have been found in Westville. Of course it could 
have been moved directly from the mint to the Westville 
Cotton factory but it would have had to set for six years 
in the Hillhouse building. 

Could you locate Buell's house on the Doolittle map for 
me. Perhaps you or Dana know it already. (See also 
«Abel Buell of Connecticut", by Wroth, (1958), p. 22. 
and notes 2l* and 25). Just tell me how many houses 
it is from what corner. 

Hope this isn’t inconvenient for you to do. 

Kindest regards. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


NORMAN BRYANT 
1 OLD ORCHARD ROAD 
NORTH HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 


26 - July - 1959 


Mr. -ric P. Newman, .ssistant Vice-President 

son Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis, 2 

Mo. 

Dear Brie: 

Thank you for your letter of the 6th of July. I'm sorry that I 
have not answered it before. With my secretary on vacation for 
a month, I've been up to my ears in my office doing my work plus 
hers. 

I finally got over to the Historical Society and found the answer 
as to where Abel Buell lived on Chapel Street. The answer was in 
the late Arnold Dana's papers at the Society. Abel Buell lived on 
the west side of Glebe Alley (Gregson Street). If you look at the 
Doolittle map of 1824 that you own, you will see that there is a 
house at the corner of Chapel Street and Gregson St.(Gle$e Alley). 

It is the one on the corner nearer Temple Street. 

I believe that the shop or store was part of this house. At the 
present time I'm attempting to get a picture in color of this house. 
How well it will turn out is another matter. 

Across Glebe Alley (Gregson Street) towards Church Street was the 
tavern of Parmalee formerly Fairchild's home. The Buell house later 
became the Chittenden home. 

If I can get a good photo, which will have to be taken indoors 
under a sky-light. I'll send one to you. 

There is no sign of a shop behind Buell's house on Doolittle map. 

I understand that the painting of Chapel Strret between Church Street 
and Temple Street was made up from info that Malley's Department store 
had. They were interested bee ' A val store stood where 

the tavern was. 

I hope that this information willbe of help to you. 


Sincerely 



Norman Bryant 
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